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“He That Believeth ” 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


He that believeth shall not makc haste.—Isaiah 28: 16 
The king’s business requireth haste.—1 Samuel 21 : 8 


E that believeth shall not make haste 

In useless hurry his strength to waste ; 
Who walks with God can afford to wait, 
For he can never arrive too late. 


He that believeth shall not delay ; 

Who carries the word of the King on its way 
Keeps pace with the Pleiades’ marching tune, 
And he can never arrive too soon. 


He that believeth shall walk serene, 

With ordered steppings and leisured mien ; 
He dwells in the midst of eternities, 

And the timeless ages of God are his. 








Remember the Bridge 


Some Christians are tortured because they have 
not, and cannot get, the faith they need for all the 
blessings of victory and power in their lives. They 
are making the mistake of supposing that their faith 
is the most important fact in their Christian life. 
It is not. Two distinguished ministers of Christ had 
grown old in the service of the Master, and one of 
them was now physically il. His brother preacher, 
hearing of his illness, and that his faith had weak- 
ened in this trial, wrote in substance: “I regret to 
be advised of your sickness, and I am especially con- 
cerned to hear that you are not relying upon the 
promises as you once did. Are you not making the 
mistake of examining your faith, rather than the 
promises upon which that faith should rest? If you 
were traveling a new public highway and should 
approach a bridge of whose strength you were not 
quite satisfied, would you stop to examine your faith 
in that bridge, or dismount and examine the structure 
itself? Common sense would tell you to examine 
the bridge; and then, when satisfied of its strength, 
you would cross over with confidence. So now I 
beg you, dear broth€r,’that you look away from self 
to the promises made by the God you have so long 
served, and trust him though he slay thee.” And 


’ the letter concluded. with the words, “Remember the 


bridge.” Christ himself is the Bridge to every spirit- 
ual blessing in the heavenly places. Is the Bridge 


sound? Is he safe? If so, then forever forget your 
faith and remember His perfect faithfulness. 


<< 


Peace in Raging Battles 


Not what is happening to us, but what is hap- 
pening in us, is the secret of life. When Jesus says 
to us, “My peace I give unto you,” if we really trust 
him for this nothing can trouble us. A Belgian sol- 
dier knew this secret when he wrote to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph Norton, “Here in the bowels of death ] read 
the blessed Word of God in peace and quietness.” 
How could shrapnel or poisonous gas or liquid fire 
trouble one whose life was hid with Christ in God? 
So our Lord can enable any one who trusts him to 
say, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil.” Not, “I will 
face no evil”; nor, “I will suffer no evil”; but, “I 
will fear no evil.” _We are not to be delivered from 
the attacks or the experience or the suffering of evil; 
but we are to be delivered from its fear and its 
power. Giving us His peace, our Lord can accom- 
plish even in us the miracle, “Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be fearful.” 


> A 
What Grace Means 


No one in this life will ever know the full mean- 
ing of God’s grace. It is better than the best that 
the holiest saints of God dare to think. Some of us 
may have mistakenly thought that the grace of God 
simply means his loving attitude toward us. No, 
praise God!—it is infinitely better than that. God’s 
grace is not his attitude; it is his activity. If it 
were merely his attitude it would do us little good. 
Grace says, not “I am able to help you”; but “I am 
helping you.” Not “I am able to save,” but “I am 


saving.” How much good would it do for the Lord 
a Ghrist to bend lovingly over a drunken man 
ying in the gutter, helpless and hopeless in the bend- 
age of his awful sin, and say to him, “I am able to 
lift you out of that into Christian manhood”? No 
good at all. Grace means that the Lord Jesus reaches 
down, puts both arms under that prostrate, sin-para- 
lyzed man, lifts him to his feet, holds him up after 
he gets there, cleanses him whiter than snow, and 
then fills him with Christ’s own life so that the de- 
sire for sin dies and te him “to live is Christ.” Let 
us never forget: grace means that Jesus Christ is now 
doing all that is necessary for our complete victory. 
The miracle begins, in us, when we say, “I believe.” 


KK 
Just Asking 


God cannot do what he wants to do unless we 
ask him to do it. That is why he tells us to pray. 
When God gave us free will, and with it the privilege 
of prayer, he voluntarily committed himself into our 
keeping, and ran the risk of tying his own hands. 
Is it ary wonder that he pleads with us to pray? 
We long for certain blessings; and God longs to 
give them to us; but unless we ask him for them 
he cannot give them and we cannot have them. 
Miss Bernice Frederick, in a personal letter to The 
Sunday Schodl Times about the Sunday Campaign 
in Kansas City, said, “The church left off her con- 
stant intercession for a while after his [Mr. Sunday’s] 
coming, and the effect was the inevitable. When she 
got back on her knees the results were staggering.” 
Is your daily experience that of fairly staggering 
under the blessed bewilderment of the miracles of 
God wrought in your life and through you for others? 
If it is so, there is only one explanation: you are 
praying. To fail to do this is to sin. Just to ask 
God continuously is to live in heaven on earth. 


“ 


What If Duties Seem to Conflict ? 


Many years ago H. Clay Trumbull, who was Editor of The Sunday School Times from 1875 to 
1903, wrote this editorial of sound counsel on “ conflicting” duties. A friend of the Times has 
wished that it might be reprinted; and it is now given here for the many who seeing it for the 


first time will welcome its message. It may be had 
Duty-Doing,” containing twenty of Dr. Trumbull’s best editorials, this book being one of a series 
of six little volumes of his editorials on “ Principles and Practise,” which may be had from The 


also in a little book, “ Duty-Knowing and 


Sunday School Times Company at 50 cents per volume. 


O SAY that “duties never conflict,” is to say 
that God who directs our path is never con- 
fused in his plans, and that he never gives 
us contradictory orders. But to say that duties 
never seem to conflict, is to say that we can per- 
ceive in advance all the details of God’s plans for 
us; that we can understand just why we are to 
do one thing and not another, at the present moment; 
that it is our privilege to walk by sight, and not by 
faith: moreover, to say this, is in direct contraven- 
tion of our personal experience, all the way along 
the puzzling paths of our daily Christian life. 
Duties do seem to conflict; and this seeming con- 
fliot is greatest and most trying to those of a sen- 
sitive conscience and of a simple purpose of right. 
There is nothing, in fact, more perplexing to the 
faithful and devoted mother and housewife, in her 
every-day round of home occupations, than the con- 
tinual pressure on her to decide between apparent 
duties in seeming conflict. It begins as soon as she 
rises in the morning,—if indeed she does not have 
a question before then, whether she ought to rid 
herself of an aching head by another nap, or rise 
up and battle the pain as so often before. Ought 
she to go from one to another of the children, and 
help or counsel each one of them in their preparing 
for the day? or shall she hasten her own dressing, 
in order to be ready as soon as her husband and 
children for morning prayers in the library, or for 
the preparing of his early cup of coffee at the 
breakfast-table ? 
And so this seeming conflict of duties goes on, 
through the day, until her latest. puzzle of mind 
toward the dead of the night, whether she“ ought 


. now to give up and go to bed for needed rest, or 


do just one or two more items of called-for mend- 
ing; or, perhaps, write that long-postponed letter 
to a sister or friend—‘“which she will never find 
time to answer, unless she takes‘the time.” It is 
not a question of her convenience, or her personal 
preference, at any one of these points, that per- 
plexes her; it is only the question of duty, or a ques- 
tion between duties which seem in hopeless conflict. 

And as it is with the wife and mother in her 
home round, so it is with the business man in his 
office or outside work. A half-dozen things, or a 
score, seem pressing him alike for instant attention. 
He is willing to do any one of them. He is anxious 
to do first, er only, that which is most important. 
Duty-doing is his aim; but what is his duty just 
now? Here are letters to be answered; here are 
new ones yet unread. Fresh directions must be given 
to men whom he set at work yesterday; new work 
must be found for men who have finished their old 
tasks; other men are waiting to be set at work. 
Moreover, he must have time to look into a matter 
of large importance which is to be decided upon 
now if ever; and just at this juncture a caller comes 
in whom he cannot think it right to refuse to see. 
Oh, this perplexing tangle of duties in seeming con- 
flict! This is the most serious difficulty of many a 
busifiess man.. 

Again, the puzzle is between household and busi- 
ness duties, and duties more specifically religious; 
or between different religious duties. It is not al- 
ways clear whether family prayers should be inter- 
mitted tor the morning, or the children be late at 
school, or the father be late at his business, when, for 
one reason or another, the whole family has a late 
start for the day. Nor is it always clear whether 
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the duty of church-going, or the duty of household 
watching, has the, preference for this particular day. 
.Who can say whether or not a business man ought 
to leave his business, at a critical juncture in t 
« business, in order to attend an invited conference 
over an important church work, or to visit a famil 

in pressing need, or to go to a neighbor's funeral 

When a minister, already pressed with religious 
duties, and who is ready to use his strength to the 
uttermost in God’s service, is urged to do one thing 
more in the line of public endeavor, with an ap- 
_parent prospect of large results of good, and he is 
not quite sure whether he could stand it or not,— 
how shall he know whether it is his duty to husband 
his ‘strength for the work already upon him, or try 
_to do more good in spite of the apparent risk? 

But there are even graver troubles growing out 
of the seeming conflict of duties, than any of these 
perplexities as to the division of time and labor, 
for activities which are alike important in their 
several places. It is in matters which involve one’s 
profoundest personal feeling, or where one’s rela- 
tions to others, or one’s relations to fundamental 
‘ principles,, are involved, that a seeming conflict of 
duties is ‘most oppressive and bewildering. It is 
when one’s duty to truth, or perhaps even to public 
justice, is in seeming conflict with one’s duty to a 
dearly loved one, that that conflict is appalling. 

It is when the duty to give a warning counsel or 
a kindly criticism at the risk of doing no good, but 
of shutting off all hope of possible service in that 
direction, stands over against the duty of refrain- 
ing from all unnecessary disturbance of pleasant 
relations between one’s self and another; it is when 
the duty of taking a stand for the right seems in 
conflict with the duty of guarding one’s influence 
for good over those who will be surely aggrieved 
by this stand; it is when the duty of considering 
another’s feelings confronts the duty of acting for 
another’s interests in spite of that other’s feelings; 
it is when the duty of preserving one’s good name 
from the possibility of suspicion is face to face 
with the duty of being faithful at “4 risk to ob- 
ligations which God knows to be rightly binding, 
but which the world about one cannot know of or 
understand; it is when one’s clear duty to one per- 
son seems to be in conflict with one’s equally clear 
duty to another person; it is when one’s duty to 
the present is apparently irreconcilable with one’s 
duty to the future; it is when one’s duty to have 
peace of mind antagonizes one’s duty to do that 
which -for the time being makes peace of mind an 
impossibility ;—it is when there are such seeming 
conflicts of duty as these (and who has not been 
called to them?) that simple duty-doing appears to 
be a task beyond one’s possible attainment. 

What shall one do, when duties thus seem to con- 
flict? It is very easy to say that the conflict of du- 
ties is only a seeming one; that in the very nature 
of things it is impossible that more than one duty 
can be the supreme duty at any one time; and that 
the supreme duty of the hour is, in a sense, the only 
real duty of the hour; but, admitting all this, the 
question is still an open one: How can one decide 
as to the supreme duty of the hour, in order to the 
doing of that duty at every risk, and in the face 
of all that confronts it? If the conflict of duties 
is a seeming one, the bewilderment in view of that 
seeming conflict is an unmistakable reality. 

In the first place, it must be understood that the 
path of duty is not always the directest path. With 
the winds and the waves as they are, it is a rare 
thing for a sailor to be able to enter a port, or to 
leave it, without “beating” in or “beating” out; tack- 
ing now in one direction and now in another; mov- 
ing hither and thither from side to side, with never 
a single stretch directly toward the objective point 
of all his counter-movements. His course seems 
contradictory; each tack is in an opposite direction 
from the one he made before it, and from the one 
which is to follow this; and every tack is wellnigh 


clear across the path he fain would take. 


But for his conviction, from experience, that this 
zigzag progress is the only one possible to him, the 
sailor would lose heart in his struggle with oppos- 
ing currents. As it is, however, he tacks, and tacks 
again, and by this seeming conflict of purposes moves 
steadily toward his goal, helped onward by his ap- 
parent vacillations as surely as the swaying pendu- 
lum carries forward the hands on the dial of time 
by moving alternately from side to side. 

Similar to this must be our course on the ocean 
of life, with the opposing currents of wind and tide 
as they are. We cannot hope to enter any desired 
port except by “beating” in; and every time we 
“tack” we must necessarily seem to be at cross pur- 
poses with our real endeavor. In moving along on 
the one course of duty now open to us, we must 
move athwart the main direction of our desires and 
purposes, and, for the time being, in an opposite 
direction from that which but recently we knew to be 
our only path for then. In view of this truth, we 
are not to trouble ourselves about the seeming direc- 
tion of our next movement, or its apparent trend; 
but are only to decide that it indicates our duty for 
the hour, and leave the result to Him who controls 
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oe winds and the waves with which we are strug- 
gling. 

It is the one duty of the hour that we are to 
recognize as our duty for the hour. To ascertain 
that duty, to distinguish the one real duty from 
the many apparent duties, may require a careful 
balancing of various interests, and of conflicting 
feelings and relations; but, when that immediate 
duty is ascertained, it must be recognized as, for the 
time being, above all else; as practically standing 
alone, the only present duty of our lives. Then, we 
must move on im that direction, even though we 
seem to be moving to sure destruction, or to the 
disregard of interests and of loved ones dearer to 
us than life itself. 

We may, indeed, for the time being, seem to be 
risking our influence, endangering our good name, 
compromising our position, neglecting important en- 
terprises, causing needless discomfort to others, fail- 
ing to improve the great opportunities of our life- 
course, bringing discomfort to ourselves, and yield- 
ing that which it would be a priceless privilege to 
enjoy,—but there is no proper alternative to us; 
this is the one thing for us to do. And, so sure as 
God is true, if we do go forward fearlessly, it will 
ultimately be found that the doing of this duty is 
perfectly consistent with every other duty of our 
lives; for duties never conftict, however they may 
seem to do so. 

Again we must know, that God does not intend 
for us to have an easy time in life; to see the path 
of duty at a glance, or to ascertain it without pray- 
erful study under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Being bewildered, and groping on in the darkness, 
are a part of the discipline of our earthly proba- 
tion. This seeming conflict of duties in our daily 
path is no inconsiderable element of that suffering 
of believers, whereby they “fill up that which is be- 
hind of the afflictions of Christ” in their flesh. The 
suffering is severe, and the bewilderment is dis- 
heartening ;— 

“Yet courage, soul! nor hold thy strength in vain, 

In hope o’ercome the steeps God set for thee, 

For past the Alpine summits of great pain 

Lieth thine Italy.” 

And if indeed your prayer be earnest and unfail- 
ing, that the Lord your God may show you the way 
wherein you should walk, and the thing that you 
may do; and your promise be sincere and heartfelt, 
“whether it be good, or whether it be evil, we will 
obey the voice of the Lord”;—then, “though the 
Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water 
of affliction, yet . .. thine. ears. shall hear a word 
behind thee, saying, This is the ‘way, walk ye in it, 
when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn 
to the left,” in the seeming conflict of duties—which 
is only a seeming. 

















The Victorious Life 
and Christian Science 


I am a subscriber to The Sunday School Times, and 
the articles on “The Victorious Life’ greatly appeal 
to me. 

Will you be kind enough to state the relation of this 
Life to Christian Science, if any? The spiritual side of 
Christian Science also appeals to me, but I can’t just 
accept the physical side, although a friend of mine has 
been urging me to investigate that part—he is a Chris- 
tian scientist. 

Am I right in advocating the spiritual side of Chris- 
tian Science, and is it practically the same as the 
“Victorious Life’? — A Pennsylvania Sunday-school 
Worker. 


No, Christian Science is not in any way even 
similar to “the Victorious Life.” The two differ at 
every fundamental point. Leaving out, as this in- 
quirer suggests, the question of bodily healing, some 


- of the vital differences between the two can readily 


be seen, first remembering that “the Victorious 
Life” is just Jesus Himself, “the life that is 
Christ,” we yielding up everything, to him and 
letting him fill us with himself, so that “to live is 
Christ.” The Victorious Life, therefore, is not a 
mere experience, a blessing; it is the Blesser Him- 
self, Christ living in us unto all the fulness of God, 
constituting himself our life, meeting our problems 
for us, overcoming the power of sin in us, doing our 
work, and overflowing through us to others. 

Christian Science seeks release from the power of 
evil by denying its existence. 

The Victorious Life finds release from the power 
of evil by recognizing its éxistence, and trusting 
Jesus Christ to overcome it. 

Christian Science denies the death of Christ. 

The Victorious Life recognizes the death of Christ, 
and rejoices in it as the supreme expression of God’s 
yh us, that in Christ’s death God the Son died 
the death that we deserve, died that we may live. 


Christian Science, denying the existence of.sin, and 


. God himself. 
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denying ‘the actual death of Christ, the denies 
the atonement, denies the need of the shed blood of 
Christ and the efficacy of that shed blood. 

The Victorious Life recognizes the need of the 
atonement as our only way of escape from the de- 
served death Ity of our real and hopeless. sins; 
and rejoices in God’s word that in the very death 
of Christ all who receive him as Saviour have died 
with him. is 

Christian Science, denying the death of Christ, 
thereby denies the resurrection of Christ; for with- 
out death there can be no resurrection. 

The Victorious Life, rejoicing in the death of 
Christ as our escape from death, rejoices also in the 
bodily resurrection of Christ as God’s supreme 
triumph over real sin, over a real Satan, and over 
every enemy of Christ. And Christians rejoice in 
the resurrection of Christ as the firstfruits of their 
own literal, actual, coming bodily resurrection, and 
also as the accomplishing of their present spiritual 
resurrection while still in the earthly body. “We 
were buried therefore with him through baptism 
into death: that like as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, so we also 
might walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). That 
present resurrection newness of life in Christ is the 
Victorious Life. 


Christian Science, denying the existence of sin, de- 
nying the reality of death, denying the existence of 
matter, and thereby denying the atonement, Christ’s 
bodily death, Christ’s bodily resurrection, also nec- 
essarily denies the personal, visible return of Christ 
in his resurrection body, though this is plainly de- 
clared in God’s Word. 

Those living in the Victorious Life through the 
power of the indwelling Christ look forward to the 
“Blessed Hope” of their Lord’s personal, visible, lit- 
eral, bodily return. They find in God’s Word that 
three great salvations have been accomplished for 
them through the death, resurrection, ascension, and 
coming again of the Lord Jesus; their freedom from 
the penalty of sin (that is in the past for every 
Christian), their freedom from the power of. sin 
(that is in the present for every Christian who will 
take it through faith in Christ), and their freedom 
from the presence of sin (that is in the future, at 
His coming). All this is stated in Titus 2: 11-13: 
“For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing sal- 
vation to all men, instructing us, to the intent that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly and righteously and godly in this present 
world; looking for the blessed hope and appearing 
of the glory of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” 


Christian Science is a false seligion of denials; 
denials on the one hand of terribly tragic facts, and 
on the other hand of gloriously blessed facts. Chris- 
tian Science denies the worst that God has revealed 
to men about themselves; and it denies the best that 
God has revealed to men about Himself. 

The Victorious Life in Christ does not deny, but 
believes; it appropriates by faith “every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.” 

That is why Christian Science and the Victorious 
Life in Christ are not “practically the same,” but are 
eternally different. They differ from each other as 
do food and poison, noonday and midnight, impo- 
tence. and omnipotence, life and death, heaven and 
hell, Christ and Satan. 


Shall Women Pray With 
Uncovered Head? 


Seeing in your issue of May 6, in the Notes on Open 
Letters, your explanation on whether or not women 
should speak in church, I noticed that the last part of 
the Alabama pastor’s question was not answered,— 
asking the cnollestinn to modern conditions of the fol- 
lowing passage: L : 

“But every woman praying or prophesying with her 
head unveiled dishonoreth her head; for it is one and 
the same thing as if she were shaven” (1 Cor. 11: 5, and 
following verses). 

There is a sect here whose women wear a special 
head covering for prayer, etc., and they teach that it is 
a command of, and that other denominations are 
ignoring it. Please give your opinion of this passage.— 
An Illinois Woman. : 

Greek women in Paul’s day, except avowedly bad 
womien, when fhey appeared in public were veiled, 
or wore a covering over their heads. For a married 
woman to take part in a public meeting with uncov- 
ered head, Paul says, has the same effect, so far as 
appearances to the outside world are concerned, as if 
the head were shorn. And in that day a woman’s 
shorn head might indicate an evil life. The cover- 
ing, Paul explains, is a, sign of the husband’s au- 
thority, and to omit it might appear to be a shame- 
less attempt to throw off that authority. 

To-day the principles of the relation of husband 
and wife to one another, and to God, in the matter 
of authority or rule, remain unchanged, and Paul’s. 
inspired word on this is to be taken as the word of 
But the outward sign of that. au- 
thority and relationship has changed, and the un- 
covered head has no such significance now as it had 


in the Corinthian church. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 10 (Acts at : 17-40) 





The Woman Who Would Not be Stopped 
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Her experiences in outlandish Sunday-school work 


1 





HEN “the rest of the family” objects to your 

being a Christian, and your friends know 

that he does not like Christians, you cannot 
invite them to your home, for he would not like it. 
Then, if you feel that, because you are married to 
the rest of the family, you must not fret him, you 
can’t have a Bible class at home, can you? But if 
you gently tell him that you cannot miss Sunday- 
school even to please him, and you do go and hear 
such an interesting lesson that you feel you must 
share it with some one else—I think you would nat- 
urally talk about it. 

That is what I did, and that is what brought 
pretty, stylish, worldly Mrs. Parks into our class. 
Several of the sisters felt it their duty to advise 
me not to build any hopes on winning Mrs. Parks, 
that she would soon lose interest in Christianity, 
which had claimed her attention only as a fad. 
Sure enough, she lost interest in the class in a short 
while. As» she would not come to the class, I 
told myself I would take the class to her, which 
I did on her afternoon at home. In three weeks 
she became a Christian. 

The other members of the class asked me how it 
happened. I asked Mrs. Parks what it was—aside 
from God’s hand—that worked the wonder. She 
amazed me by saying it was done by my teaching 
her the Sunday-school lesson she had missed, in 
such a “worldly” way that she found herself in 
sympathy with it. I only tried to tell it in a way 
that would have interested me when was as 
worldly as she. Circumstances arose that precluded 
her «ming to the class, but she always begged me 
to come to her and tell her about the lesson. Know- 
ing how she would question me, and feeling that 
I simply must not fail, I was impelled to put more 
work on preparing the lessons, and God’s Holy 
Spirit impressed me to present them in a way that 
would appeal to a young business man. Very soon 
she told: me this: course had caused her brother to 
cease. being an infidel and to accept Christ... It 
came about quite naturally; he noticed. her sus- 
tained interest in the work, and as I had already 
prepared her, she was ready to teach him in the 
way that appealed most to him. 


Catching a Jewish Girl 


Frequently she spoke of a charming Jewish girl 
with musical tastes. Then I prayed and prayed, 
and worked and worked, to tell Mrs. Parks ‘the 


lesson story so that it would be interesting to une. 


of the Jewish faith. In a little while, this girl 
had become a regular member of our Sunday-school 
class and played the violin in the young people’s 
choir. By this time the old ladies in the class were 
astonished and asked me how in the world I man- 
aged to catch a Jewish girl. I answered them, that, 
as far as could be judged by the returns, it seemed 
she liked the “worldly flavor” as well as the “busi- 
ness flavor” that was intended for the young man. 

Mrs. Parks became enthusiastic and suggested 
that, as the rest of the family would not permit me 
to have a class at my home,—would I go every 
week on her “afternoon” and—just call on her the 
whole afternoon, and take occasion to talk to her 
visitors about the Bible class? Of course, those 
worldly people would never have called had they 
known Mrs. Parks and I had plotted such a strate- 
gem for them. : 

I was jubilating over some of this work to a 
foolish girl who was so unwise as to allow a mar- 
ried man to court her. I was troubled over the 
apparent hopelessness of the case, and my own help- 
lessness. In trying to hold her confidence until I 
could save her from the fate she seemed beckoning, 
I told her of Mrs. Parks’ plan. I became so in- 
terested I forgot to be anxious about this girl, who, 
in a few days, became so interested herself that she 
became a Christian. She did not need advice: it 
would have made no impression on her; she needed 
a new heart, a clean heart. At once she commenced 
trying to save people, and that afternoon she wrote 
a note explaining that she could not keep an en- 
gagement for a dance. The young man who was 
to be her escort was amazed at first, but agreed 
to become a member of Sunday-school. 

Because of the fancies of the “rest of the family” 
my social intercourse is restricted to the most nar- 
row limits, and I saw that if I am to accomplish any- 
thing in the work I must manage, somehow or other, 
to touch every one I meet in any capacity. Instantly 
came the impression to tell it all to the housemaid 
as though I were merely relating a piece of news. 
She was so surprised over the incident that she 
wanted to be told something of those queer Sun- 
day-school lessons. In a week or two, she became 


.a consecrated Christian, and when she went home 


for the summer she followed the tactics that won 
ane = she exercised —_ influence. ; 

n doing my spri shopping, a saleswoman in 
one of the terns Seonrement stores became enlisted. 
I do not know how I introduced the subject to her, 
but when I left the cownter, she gave me her hand 
on it that she would ask her pastor to hunt up a 
class for her to take and said she had a friend who 
would do likewise if she mentioned it, and that her 
father, quite an elderly gentleman, would also study 
oe lessons at home in order to help her teach her 
class. 

Summer rolled around and I went to the moun- 
tains. -The many people who visited our lovely, 
secluded retreat, found scant entertainment in the 
wilds, sixty miles from the main line of the rail- 
road, and perhaps that is why they seemed never to 
tire of hearing of what they dubbed my “outlandish 
Sunday-school class.” The Infidel was one of our 
number that season; being a New Yorker and a 
physician, naturally he hardened his own heart 
against the motley crowd we gathered the first Sun- 
day afternoon. The neighborhood Sunday-school 
in that remote, backwoodsy place was too unutter- 
ably poky for even the most pious visitor at the 
Springs. The only way I could coax them to go 
was by promising to show them how I would run 
a class of my own in the afternoon. The moun- 
taineers were sensitive because the Springs people 
had never taken any interest in their tiresome little 
school, and when I marched my crowd into the 
chapel—and we were all dressed in our best to 
honor the natives—these simple people were too de- 
lighted for expression. In gratitude to me they not 
only came themselves, but brought all their neigh- 
bors to our class in the afternoon on the Springs’ 
campus. They said it was the gayest class that 
ever was. 

This: class at the Springs resulted in the conver- 
sion of a wealthy girl from a large Eastern city who 
was about.to become a Catholic and to enter a con- 
vent; the conversion of one of the most popular 
men in the State, who was very profane and whose 
example was widely harmful to young people; the 
conversion of the State President of the Kings’ 
Daughters, who said she was astonished to learn 
that she was actually an unconverted woman; ‘the 
salvation of a charming woman noted for her in- 
tellect; the conversion of a manly young man; of 
a woman whom all the preachers had failed to 
touch—one of those good, amiable women who 
never sin like ordinary humanity, and who drive 
ministers desperate because they are so difficult to 
reach; the conversion of a man whom disappoint- 
ment drove to the reckless life of the frontier and 
whp had rebelled against God over the death of the 
woman he loved; the conversion of a man who is 
the leader in his county and who dictates the politics 
of his section. And a marvelous change took place 





Have you ever dared to take God 
at his word and go ahead as if all 
his promises were true? Better still, 
have you ever gone ahead knowing 
that all his promises are true? 

This woman did. 


Try it, some time. 














in the Infidel, who was always a respectful at- 
tendant, and who actually took my note-book and 
gathered all the gentlemen in the porch of his cot- 
tage to hear him read it. When I learned that he 


read it three times, I asked him how he could, and - 


he only smiled and replied that there was so much 
interesting information in the notes he could stand 
the Christianity for the sake of the entertainment. 

He said that if he could only believe in the inter- 
esting, attractive God preached in those lessons he 
would become a Christian. Then some of the old 
ladies begged me to prove God to the Infidel, but 
I told them that Dr. Infidel was only hoping there 
is no God, and I was too old for him to get me 
tangled in an argument in which he was keen enough 
to catch me. Afterwards he admitted he did believe 
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in God, and while we cannot claim him for a Chris- 
tian, we wiped infidel forever out of his accomplish- 
ments. The people who had thought him so bril- 
liant, and who had hung on his words as he dilated 
upon the “impossible doctrines of the Bible,” re- 
ceived a shock when he said that my Sunday-school 
scheme had taught him to respect Christianity. 

When his sojourn ended, and he was bidain me 
good-bye, he promised to attend Sunday-school reg- 
ularly “just as a monument to my class.” 

After the season at the Springs I attended camp- 
meeting, and among the people who were attracted 
to it, many worked for church attendance, prayer- 
meeting, and various branches of church work, but 
I centered my effort on the Sunday-school work. 
I got several classes organized, having secured some 
as pupils and some as teachers. I think that there 
were not less than thirty influenced in a few days. 
Most of these upon their return became teachers 
in Sunday-school, or teachers at home, regularly 
instructing their children and servants. Some of 
them were mountaineers who could not read, but 
I found that one person of this kind who gets hold 
of a piece of “book larnin’,” does more to advertise 
the knowledge than four or five ordinary people, 
who can read and write and, from too great famil- 
iarity, have lost the enthusiasm for it. 

On my way home through the mountains, at the 
stopping-places, these lessons would crop up in the 
most unexpected way. In a little rambling shack, 
a woman lay dying of consumption—five days’ jour- 
ney from the nearest physician. She was anxious 
about her children whom she was soon to leave, 
and I told her that perhaps God had sent me to 
her house to help her. I spoke to her children, 
told them that their mother would die before many 
days, and that her heart was breaking over leaving 
them. Her grown sons and her half-grown daugh- 
ters became interested in comforting her, and I 
advised them to promise her that they would have 
a Sunday-school of their own. 


A Strange Find in a Lumber Camp 


I was there but a few days, but before I left they 
had started a Sunday-school class with about ten 
scholars. It started with a boom because of a 
providential incident. I discovered that the family 
had sheltered a boy who had been a wanderer from 
one lumber camp to another, and who could not 
tell his name or nativity. He spoke a strange lan- 
guage, which no one had ever heard. I found that 
he understood our speech, and I noted the unusual 
shape of his head. In a short while I discovered 
that he was an American, born in Tennessee, but 
driven out, and made homeless, by a harsh step- 
mother. Scarlet fever had, it was supposed, left 
him an idiot. 

After a little patient effort in exercising him in 
phonics, the confidence thus gained enabled him to 
articulate at least intelligibly, and my heart was 
touched when that young man of nineteen uttered 
his first words, instead of the gutturals of the two- 
year-old baby which he was when he had the dread- 
ful attack of fever. His name was John Wesley 
G——, and inside of many queer wrappings frém 
many strange places in his wanderings was his 
mother’s Bible, which his father gave him before 
he left home. It seemed that the father was pow- 
erless to interfere, and had advised the boy to flee 
because he feared for the child’s life. The mother 
who named her child John Wesley must have prayed 
for her baby, and I wonder if she could have been 
happier over the answer to her prayer than I was 
that night we started the queer little class. The 
news fiew backward over the path of John Wesley’s 
wanderings from village to village and lumber mill 
to logging camp. 

At another place, the desperado of the district, 
whe boasted to me of the men he had killed, became 
interested and caught the enthusiasm. He decided 
to “quit pickin’ folks off with his rifle.” He was a 
widower with two sweet little girls who bashfully 
begged me to tell them a story. I complied by 
relating the lesson about the creation, and from 
that it went on until they had their father in tears. 
And he organized a Sunday-school class. 

At another place, a woman who for years had 
been considered crazy, and who was only kept out 
of a lunatic asylum because she was harmless and 
possessed of ample means, hovered around while I 
was asking the children if they belonged to a Sun- 
day-school class. The children replied that for- 
merly they did until their father became a spirit- 
ualist and took them from church. Before bedtime 
their demented old grandmother had organized a 
small class for boys and girls, and was. as happy 
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as a lark. Her son told me her mind was perfectly 
restored, and asked me if I could account for iit. 
I replied he knew as much about it as I—that I had 
prayed for her, and while I was talking the lessons 
over with her, she suddenly exclaimed that the 
cloud was gone from her mind; that God had healed 
her. Her son abandoned spiritualism, became a 
Christian, and joined her class. 

hen I reached home, the new cook was the 
first to suecumb to my Sunday-school fever and 
she became a Christian. As soon as she was well 
anchored she was compelled to leave to care for a 
son in a distant city. Each of her successors has 
had the same experience of conversion up to the 
present one, who is the twelfth, and she has alread 
won a number of souls to the Kingdom. She is 
the third colored servant on my list, and her work 
has been with those of her own race. 

One cook who had been a Roman Catholic im- 
mediately began to work among her friends, and 
when she visited her home in an adjoining state, 
she reorganized the Sunday-school in her home 
town, where previously no one supposed that this 
department was ever intended for any but little 
children. She did much work in the homes of her 
acquaintances, and her pastor who, heretofore, has 
not been enthusiastic about the Sunday-school, has 
acknowledged that it is a mistake to expect te have 
a live church without a live Sunday-school. 

A girl who was our guest for one evening was 
caught in the enthusiasm of those lessons, is now 
training for the foreign mission field, and counts 
half a dozen conversions thus far and many Sun- 
day-school scholars. : 

Not the least of those who belong on my list is 
a lonely old lady who has outlived her friends and 
family, and who was longing for death to come 
until she became enthusiastic and consecrated her- 
self to the Master. She preaches Him to the girls 
and women when they go to her for relief from 
their grinding poverty. 

These are a scant few of the results of the teach- 
ing my own teacher does in a class that seldom 
numbers more than eight elderly women, who say 
they have no time to prepare the lessons and who 
seldom can answer a question. I think discourage- 
ment must have overtaken him had not his attrac- 
tive instruction fired us with the enthusiasm to 
spread it. I could not teacha class, for I must go 
every Sunday myself to learn the lesson, but I have 
tried to scatter the lesson broadcast by means of 
what some one called my “elastic, hair-trigger Home 
Department.” 

A friend grieved and said it was such a pity 
the rest of the family had taken such a stand be- 
cause it prevented me from having a certain class 
of newsboys at my home. But I am very doubtful 
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of that. It seems to me I could not have accom- 
plished so much with the boys’ class in the same 
time as I have in this in-season-out-of-season- 
never-ceasing class. But I am free to confess that 
I do believe that the rest of the family thus inter- 
feres with his own comfort, because as soon as a 
on cook becomes soundly converted, off she goes! 

ike all men, he dreads changing servants, less 


him! he is ignorant of his wife’s nondescript Sun- 


‘day-school class, which is in full blast right under 


his nose, not only on Sunday, but every day in the 
week. 

While it is my class, I suppose, I am not the real 
teacher of the class, because that office is filled by 
the gentleman of whose class I am a member, and 
whose influence has had very much to do in making 
the fifty converts that are on my list. And the 
list includes two prominent lawyers from large 
cities, a notorious desperado and feud fighter from 
the frontier, four Catholics, two infidels, not count- 
ing the physician at the Springs, and four people 
who have given themselves to the mission cause. 

Quite a respectable number of people have been 
added to other classes in other churches through 
our influence. In a number of cases, people whom 
I had gotten interested have been persuaded that 
it would be improper and disloyal to desert their 
own denomination. When I found I had gotten 
them united with their own Sunday-school was 
content, for all I wanted was to get them interested 
in the work. 

Fifty conversions and one hundred people actively 
enlisted in the Sunday-school work is not a hand- 
some showing, but I am jubilant over it because it 
indicates what one lone woman can do in so quiet 
a way that no one realizes exactly what is going 
on. Better than all, the fact of my hands being 
tied by the rest of the family has caused me to 
feel that if I can’t work myself I can do better,—I 
can get several scores of other people to work 
4" they can accomplish a hundred times as much 
aa 1, 

I see that the class I coveted might have satisfied 
my longing to push the Sunday-school work, and 
possibly I might have rested at that; whiile as it is, 
my nondescript, roving, tramp class has accom- 
plished very much more, for these one hundred 
workers cannot possibly have influenced less than 
an average of one each. Two hundred people is 
not a crowd to be ignored, and their work is in 


Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Virginia, 
aaeeen, West Virginia, sMaryland; and New 
‘ork. : ee 


It may not be what yon Would call a class; but it 
is certainly our Home Department,—mine and the 
Master’s,—and he prospers it because I am so help- 
less, and it is in his Name. 





Does Archeology know where 
Cain went after killing Abel? 





fe. 
Has the Land of Nod Been Found? 


The month’s archeological review, by 
Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 








went when he had killed Abel? This is the 

hard old riddle with which doubting Thom- 
ases have been wont from time immemorial to hackle 
those whom they feel they could not meet in fair 
argument. Some have even asked the questica seri- 
ously. The best answer that has been ventured up 
to the present time is that the “land of Nod” was 
a place called Nod after Cain went there, and rrob- 
ably so called in the days when this record was 
written. But such an answer leaves the question, 
where was the land of Nod? as much of a Sphynx 
as before the answer was given. 

Professor Sayce, who has answered a great many 
hard questions and cleared up a great many dif- 
ficulties in archeology, ventures now a serious geo- 
graphical opinion concerning the location of the 
land of Nod. He bases his opinion upon the so- 
called Fall tablet published by Professor Langdon 
from the Sumerian collection at the University of 
Pennsylvania. This tablet mentions a city called 
Delnun east of Paradise. Professor Sayce says that 
the cuneiform characters by which the word is 
written mean, in the Sumerian, Nidu, and this name 
he thinks is the Nod of the Bible. He thinks the 
original vowel, which was not written, was not “o,” 
as we have it, but “i” as is indicated in the Septua- 
gint in which it is given in Greek as Naid. Thus 
the word should be spelled not Nod, but Nid, which 
is exactly the same as this Sumerian name Nidu, 
when we omit the Sumerian ending. The location, 
“east of Eden,” corresponds exactly to the Biblical 
description of the land of Nod to which Cain went. 

So; now that we know where the land of Nod 
was, it is hoped that ali the people who are lying 
in wait for unwary archeologists, that they may 


W went was the land of Nod to which Cain 


spring upon them and bring them down in humilia- 
tion with this question, will take notice and give 
up the chase. Seriously, this seems a good piece 
of work, and probably does tell us where the land 
of Nod was. The only hesitation about accepting 
it is that Professor Langdon’s whole rendering of 
the “Fall tablet” has been so sharply challenged that 
we must let the Assyriological experts fight out their 
battle to a finish before we shall know certainly 
what we have in this tablet. 

Professor Sayce, Proceedings of the Society of Biblical 
Archaeology, January, 1916, pages 6-10. 


4 
The Story of a Steep Hill 


HE hill whereon their city was built” (Luke 
4:29). There is a wondrous outlook from this 
hill. There to the north is the great mountain 
wall at the entrance to the hills of Galilee: yonder 
to the west, where there is a glint of the blue sea, 
is the old highway of nations, along which Egypt 
and Babylonia passed back and forth to attack each 
other; to the south is the wheatfield of Palestine 
to-day, the battlefield of olden time; the mountain 
that stands guard beyond it is Carmel,—Carmel, 
where was made known in tragedy and in prophecy 
“the God that answereth by fire”; and yonder, be- 
yond the eastern hills is “Galilee, sweet Galilee,” 
shimmering in its great deep earthen bowl rimmed 
round by mountains; and here just at. our feet lies 
the dusty town of Nazareth where His baby feet 
played, the fountain whose music mingled with the 
prattle of the Christ-child, and carpenter-shops, of 
which we may say “in one such he toiled.” 
We might stand here long and meditate on the 
many beautiful things to be seen here, but the one 
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great lesson of this steep hill and its marvelous 
view is the lesson of attitude. Jesus lived among 
these people; they heard the truth from his lips. 
What privileges! To these the privileges availed 
nothing. Why? Because of their attitude. En 
and hateful contempt sneered “Is not this Joseph’s 
son?” Havi taken such an attitude, the rush to 
the hill and the attempt to fling him over the preci- 
pice were only a matter of course. 

When will men ever learn that attitude is decisiv 
that men go in the way they look. It is not the hi 
whereon your city is built and its outlook, that 
counts in life, but the attitude you take toward the 
Christ there. 

From my Palestine note-book, 1892 and 1912. 


The Battle of the Bibical Kings 


HEDORLAOMER and the three kings allied 

with him (Gen. 14:1) have been the center 

of a conflict that is long drawn out. In fact 
the echoes of this battle of the Biblical kings, which 
definitely began when Noldeke flung into the lists 
a bold challenge to all comers, have not yet died 
away. Latterly something of historicity has been 
conceded to this narrative so generally by those 
who before did it only so grudgingly, that those 
who hold to the thorough historicity of the Bible 
story at this point have felt that soon this whole 
field would be abandoned to them. It is matter of 
gratification that additional discoveries tend to 
strengthen that hope. 

The discovery by Professor Clay of a new dynastic 
list of Larsa (Ellasar), recently published from the 
Babylonian Collections at Yale University, brings 
the question anew to our attention. 

Professor Clay’s long discussion of the list is 
necessarily so technical as to be impossible except 
to those who are Assyriological specialists, but his 
very cautious concluding words concerning the old 
controversy over Chedorlaomer and the allied kings 
are helpful and cheering: 

“The fact that no important events are referred 
to in the first years of Hammurabi’s reign coincides 
with the idea that he inherited a kingdom which 
was subservient to Larsa. The vassalage of Am- 
raphel (Hammurabi) implied in Genesis 14:1, could 
only have occurred in these first years of his reign. 
True, not a few scholars place no dependence on 
the historical value of the coalition of the kings 
mentioned in the fourteenth ehapter of. Genesis, but 
since the many discoveries, which have a bearing 
upon this part of the chapter referring to foreign 
political affairs, verify the data set forth in it: and 
on the other hand, since not a single discovery in 
any way has impaired its accuracy, the only reason- 
able conclusion is that its statements, until proved 
incorrect, must be utilized in the reconstruction of 
the history of the period, especially if they synchron- 
ize with what is fact.” 

Incidentally, Professor Clay in these words calls 
attention to a much overlooked fact,—much over- 
looked by a certain class of critics,—that the Bible 
is archeological material, not to be ignored in his- 
torical enquiries, or banned as under suspicion, but 
given certainly not less consideration than other 
archeological material from the same period. 


Professor A. T. Clay, “Miscellaneous Inscriptions, 
Babylonian Collections,” Yale University, pages 43-44. 


% 
Did ‘* Year’’ Always Mean a Year? 


HESE reviews are reviews of facts. It may 

not be amiss, however, occasionally to indulge 

in a little legitimate speculation; that is, specu- 
lation that starts from known facts, proceeds in the 
direction indicated by them, and never transcends 
the bounds of compatibility with them. Here is 
one such speculation, presented with the distinct 
understanding that it is speculation and not a record 
of established facts. 

A possible solution of the problem raised by the 
record of the long lives of the antediluvian patriachs, 
a solution also of some of the difficulties of early 
Biblical chronology, is suggested by a number of 
recent discoveries noticed in these reviews or now 
to be presented. I refer to instances in the early 
history of the world of annals that were kept by 
recording the one chief event of the year. In the 
Times of May 13 there was noticed an inscription 
from early Babylonian history which showed annals 
kept in this way. Now Professor Clay (Babylonian 
Collections, Vol. 1, p. 45) reports a date-list or an- 
nals of Babylon’s rule over Larsa (Biblical Ellasar) 
which also is kept in this way. It reads like this: 
“Year when the wall of Mari,” “Year when Tupliash, 
which a great flood,” “Year when the wall of Kar- 
Shamash,” “Year when the freedom,” etc. This 
also is from early times before the end of the 
Sumerian history of Babylon. Thus we find this 
method of keeping annals in use in both the East 
and the West of the ancient world near what is, in 
knewn history, the dawn of civilization. 

Now there certainly was a time when men had not 
yet begun to recken by the astronomical year of 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 10 (Acts ar : 17-40) 


365% days. Do these inscriptions come from that 
time, and was this the method they then used?. The 
view of life that sees it as a series of events rather 
than as the flight of time more or less pervades all 
parts of the Old Testament. Such inscriptions as 
these given above certainly give prominence to this 
idea, # they are not, indeed, entirely founded upon 
it. Did the word for “year” then ongnely mae 
a year of 365%4 days, or did it mean the period in 
which some important event happened? Before the 
astronomical year was known and used, did men 
count their lives by the number of events worth 
recording, each one standing for its own period 
whether long or short; then, when the astronomical 
year came to be known, did they appropriate the 
word formerly used for the irregular period of 
various events to denote this regular period of 
365% days? There would be no difficulty in apply- 
ing the word for an indefinite period to this new 
regular period; only we who have gotten entirely 
away from the method of recording annals by im- 

rtant events find difficulty in adapting our fixed 
idea of the year to such early annals with irregular 
periods. - 

I have no difficulty in believing that, under the 
strange conditions of life before the flood, of which 
we know little or nothing, men may have lived to very 
great age, such as that of the antediluvian patriarchs, 
but it may also be that the records of life in these 
days were kept in the annalistic fashion used in 
these inscriptions from both Egypt and Babylonia, 
and the words fof those periods in various different 
languages were carried on in each case to. denote 
the regular year when it was introduced. 


% 


A Common Worship for Hamites and Semites ? 


HE Bible, as is well-known, teaches the unity 

of the human race. Physiology and biology 
teach the same. The sciences of philology and 
comparative religion are yet very far from com- 
plete, and perhaps never can be completed for the 
early period of the world, but it is interesting to 
note the tendency of these sciences in the same 
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excellent piece of philological work by Professor 
George A. Barton contributes a brilliant assembling 
of evidence of.a very technical character which to- 
gether points toward this same conclusion concern- 
ag unity of the race. 
he study is of the worship of Osiris in Egypt 

among Hamites, and the worship of Tammuz among 
Semitic people throughout the East,—the resem- 
blances of the two cults and the possible relation 
of one to the other. He proceeds by comparison 
of pronouns and participles, and concludes that from 
“linguistic phenomena” there is “a real kinship be- 
tween the Hamitic and the Semitic peoples,” but 
that the relation is not that of the dependence of one 
upon the other, but that “Osiris and Tammuz are 
but special, independent survivals and manifesta- 
tions of a primitive cult once common to both 
Hamites and Semites. This in our present state 
of knowledge seems at least a more plausible and 
historical view than to suppose that the Osiris cult 
was borrowed from Semites or from Babylonia.” 

Professor G. A. Barton, Journal of the American Ori- 
ental Society, December, 1915, pages 213-223. 

“ 
Daniel’s Co-Rulers 


HE coincidences of discovery are sometimes as 
interesting as the coincidences of God’s provi- 
dence in the answer of prayer. It is but a lit- 
tle while ago that I published some notice of Pro- 
fessor Clay’s discovery of a contract tablet that 
mentioned Belshazzar and his father, Nabonidus, 
together in such a way as to imply just such a close 
relationship between them in the affairs of the king- 
dom as is required by Daniel’s appointment to be the 
“third ruler in the kingdom,” thus confirming in a 
striking way that opinion. It is remarkable that 
Dr. Pinches has found and published at almost the 
same time another tablet containing exactly the same 
association of these two kings in the rule of Babylon. 
Little by little the whole story as related by Daniel 
is coming out from the dust-mounds of buried cities 
of Babylonia. We may quietly and confidently wait 
for what yet remains to be found. 


Dr. Pinches, Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Ar- 
chaeology, January, 1916, page 28. 








direction as the other sciences mentioned. A recent PHILADELPHIA. 
t 
Rally Day Methods that Won 
Live schools tell their own story here; and you will want to see 
Sy Mrs. Barnes’ Rally Day question and answer on page 518. 





Try an Apple Tree Contest! 


WE FELT that in our rallying efforts in the 
Wayne Avenue Evangelical Sunday-school we 
must touch three very important phases in our Sun- 
day-school work. First, Loyalty; second, Increase; 
third, Finances. 

The committee in charge, comprised of the super- 
intendent and assistants of each Department, and the 
pastor, decided to make it-an Apple Tree Contest, 
because there is a striking similarity between knock- 
ing apples off a tree and getting new scholars for the 
Sunday-school; and because ‘also the decorations 
carried out with this plan could be made pleasing to 
the eye. We also discovered that everything needed 
for this plan could be made and done by members of 
the school, therefore we utilized all the talent we 
had, and made this plan their plan. 

We made a canvas screen sixteen feet high and 
sixteen feet wide, and upon this screen we painted an 
apple-tree with broad, outstretched limbs and green 
leaves; also properly bringing out the surrounding 
perspective. Upon this tree we hung apples made 
of red cardboard, with brown stems and green rib- 
bon leaf, one for every enrolled scholar. We made 
clubs about eight inches long of brown cardboard 
doubled, one for every scholar. On the inside of 
the club on the one-half we had printed the follow- 
ing: This Club. is to Be Used for Gathering 
(Apples) New Scholars for Our (Basket) Sunday- 
school.” Use it carefully for the love of our Sun- 
day-school. On the other half of the club were 
printed the following instructions: 


How to Get New Scholars 
First.—“Tact.” Don’t bruise the apple, just knock 
it off the limb. . 


Seconn.—“Perseverance.” Don’t only throw once, 
throw often, until you perspire. 
_ Turp.—“Enthusiasm.” Show that you really want 
it, then get it. 

FourtH.—“Don’t be satisfied with anything, get the 
best.” 


The idea of the plan was that every enrolled 


scholar who brought in a new scholar was to return’ ' 


the club and receive an apple as a badge of Honor, 


to be worn in the Sunday-school. The scholar’s name 
with the name of the new scholar was then printed 
on the outside of the club and fa tened on the screen 
a the base of the tree, showing that the club had 
been (thrown) used and the apple knocked off. The 
effect was beautiful and inspiring. 

The contest began four Sund-ys previous to Rally 
Daf, and every Sunday the superintendent put special 
emphasis in the program of the morning upon one of 
the roints, How to Get New Scholars. The first 
Sunday we used for the theme “Tact,” teaching the 
meaning of tact, and how to use tact in getting new 
scholars. The second Sunday we used the theme 
“Perseverance,” encouraging them not to be dis- 
couraged if refused once, twice, or even more, but to 
stick to it until they succeed. The third Sunday we 
used the theme “Enthusiasm.” About this time the 
contest became very enthusiastic, and we simply 
spurred them on to still greater efforts. The fourth 
Sunday we used the theme “Reward,” showing how 
sorry we should be if we did not get our apple, and 
how badly we should feel as a school if we did not 
have a good percentage present on Rally Day. 

For the finance end we used a large, real apple 
limb, and hung on it 26 silk Japanese apples, one for 
every class, department, and also the officers. Our 
goal was to be $100. 

The financial secretary prepared a list, a sum that 
each class was to give during the five Sundays, in- 
cluding Rally Day. This sum was known to him 
only, and as soon as the class gave their required 
amount their apple was knocked off the limb and 
given to them as a reward of honor. 

The second Sunday a class of boys had knocked 
their apple, with several others as close seconds. The 
inspiration was great, and on Rally Day every apple 
was knocked off, and we raised the sum of $130.15. 

Fifty dollars of this was put into the Sunday- 
school treasury, and $80.15 given to the church as 
the school’s part in helping the church to cancel its 
indebtedness, 

The decorations were in keeping with the apple 
plan, using real apples and vines, with autumn leaves 
and branches. Every scholar was asked to bring a 
big red apple the Sunday before Rally Day; this they 
did with. great interest and joy. It was a beautiful 
sight to see old men and women, as well as the 
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babies and small children, bring their cones and lay 
them on a table before the school as their offering. 
Thus all had a part in helping to beautify the room 
on Rally -- 

We are pleased to report that during the time of 
the contest we brought in 45 new scholars, increased 
our regular attendance from 260 to 330, a steady in- 
crease every peeve and boosted our attendance on 
Rally Day, not including the Home Department or 
Cradle Roll, to 85 percent. 

The total present, including everybody, was 420, 
the largest attendance we ever had, despite the in- 
clemency of the weather.—J. J. Weinman, Dayton, O. 


Using a Rally to “Form the Habit” 


UR Rally Day proper was to be the first Sun- 

day in October. On that day we were to have 
a “model down to date Bible School,” and in the 
meantime we were to train the school. On the 
Friday night preceding was a Rally Day entertain- 
ment and social to set forth Rally Day and Bible 
School ideals in song and verse and get everybody 
acquainted. 

requently people coming to hear a Rally Day 
program on Sunday enjoy the program, but get no 
real Bible School session, hence they never come again 
till the next special program. Rally Day should 
attract and tie new and old pupils to the school. 

We began a six weeks’ contest to elect a Harvest 
Day Queen for Rally Day. The school was divided 
equally into four divisions—Reds, Blues, Browns, and 
Pinks. Each division wore a bow of ribbon of its 
color, and selected one of their number to run for 
queen, and also a captain to lead their forces. Each 
Sunday votes for queen were given, the vote being 
a ticket of the color of the respective divisions, and 
votes had to be voted the same Sunday. One vote 
for being present, one for “on time,” one for bring- 
ing a visitor, five for bringing a new pupil, and three 
for getting a Cradle Roll member. Just before 
school was dismissed the Sunday’s record of votes 
and the total number of votes of each division were 
posted, and the race was illustrated on a large black- 
board by pictures of rabbits racing. Spiritual les- 
sons were taught from Hebrews 12:1 and 2. 5 

We seldom hit the mark unless we aim at the 
mark. What we aimed to do on Rally Day was kept 
before the school, the church, and the public. Our 
aim was set high, yet was attainable by hard work. 
It included the number to be present, the number on 
time, visitors, new pupils, Cradle Roll present, Vet- 
erans of over sixty years, and offering. A reward 
was given to the youngest and to the oldest present. 

On Friday night preceding Rally Day was the en- 
tertainment and social in which the four contesting 
queens wore crowns and conducted a program from 
the queen’s palace (a booth on the platform beauti- 
fully decorated with crepe paper of the Bible School 
colors, with the motto “Know the Bible”). Pupils 
of every department took part, including the adult 
male quartet. This program in song and verse 
taught the ideals and value of Bible School. A large 
Harvest Cornucopia furnished a surprise. Free 
tickets for the surprise had been given out prev- 
iously. Two children pulled the streamers on the 
door of the Cornucopia and out rolled “pell-mell” on 
a table a great mass of popcorn balls. Everybody 
was “sweetened up.” 

Nearly every one present was enlisted to do two 
things: to be present on the next Sunday; and to 
go out on Saturday and invite people personally to 
the Rally on Sunday. 

We used a Publicity Committee, weekly reports in 
daily and weekly newspapers, a bulletin board at the 
church and postoffice, window cards and Rally Day 
souvenirs displayed in store windows. The pastor 
preached on “Rally to the Bible.” The choir gave a 
Sunday evening of sacred song with the Harvest 
(Rally Day) sentiment in every song. 

Each class enlisted to be loyal to get every pupil 
present. Each teacher sent Rally Day cards to his 
or her pupils, and visited many. Cards also were 
sent to Cradle Roll and Home Department members 
and many outsiders. 

Plenty of hand card invitations briefly stating 
Rally Day attractions were given to members of the 
school two weeks before Rally Day. On the bottom 
of each card was a detachable “Count on me for 
Rally Day” coupon. Every pupil getting a coupon 
signed received two votes for queen of his or her 
division. These personal workers met every avail- 
able friend and stranger far and wide and got 
“signed promises” to attend Rally Day. 

For six weeks the school, its members, officers, 
and teachers were trained to be a “model school” on 
Rally Day. On that day the successful queen was 
crowned with an impressive service setting forth the 
value of the Bible and Bible School to the individual, 
the home, city and state. Spiritual lessons were 
taught about the “Crown of Life,” and loyalty for 
future work was created. Our plan kept our school 
and rally before the public six weeks. New and old 
pupils formed the “Bible School Habit,” and now the 
“habit” forms them.—C. W. Jopson, Concord, Cal. 
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Acts 21 : 17-40. Commit verses 31, 32 


THE ARREST OF PAUL 


Golden Text: Thou shalt be a witness for him unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard.—Acts 22 : 1§ 








The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


XCITING races to secure leases of valuable 
Fins in our Western states have occurred from 
time to time, sometimes even special trains hay- 
ing been used. But last December a newspaper 
despatch reported the extraordinary in the history of 
such “lease grabbing,” when one man was racing to 
take up a lease of valuable oil land that expired on a 
certain day, and another man “beat him to it” by 
using an aeroplane. Dashing through the air he out- 
speeded the man on earth, and clinched his lease. 
That is the way God did as he sent one of his 
heavenly aeroplane messages to the Roman captain at 
Jerusalem just in the nick of time to save God's lease 
on the life of Paul, when the ata mob were about 
to force their claim on that life. 


Our Background Material 


Run over, with the class, the five visits that Paul 
made to Jerusalem after his conversion, and the cir- 
cumstances of each. 

Acts 9: 23-30. When driven out of Damascus by 
persecution (Gal. 1: 18, 19). 

Acts 11: 27-30. Carrying money relief in time of 
famine to Jerusalem Christians. 

Acts 15: 1-30; Galatians 2: 1-10. 
Jerusalem. 

Acts 18:22. Saluting the Jerusalem church toward 
the close of the Second Missionary Journey. 

Acts 21:15, etc., the present lesson. Paul perse- 
cuted and arrested. 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Be sure to bring before the class verses 1-16 of 
chapter 21, the class tracing Paul’s course on a map. 

Tell the class you want them to join you in some 
real Bible study to-day; that you and they, setting 
aside all preconceived ideas about this lesson, will 
simply upon the Word of God and see what it says. 

Back in Acts 9: 16, at the very beginning of Paul’s 
Christian life, the Lord said of Paul to Ananias, “I 
will show him how many things he must suffer fag 
my name’s sake.” And, as we saw last week, Paul 
had suffered as few men who have ever lived. 

But it is a striking fact that nowhere throughout 
the book of Acts does God warn Paul that if he 
goes to a certain place he will be persecuted, until 
Paul plans this fifth visit to Jerusalem.. Indeed, at 
one place where persecution threatened Paul, 
Corinth, the Lord distinctly told Paul to stay right 
on there and speak boldly, “For I am with thee, and 
no man shall set on thee to harm thee: for I have 
much people in this city” (Acts 18:9, 10). 

But when Paul set his face toward Jerusalem this 
time, to carry the gift of money from the Gentile 
churches, evidently hoping that their loving gener- 
osity for the Jews of Judea would break down the 
opposition of Jews to the Gospel of grace, some- 
thing new happened. Three times we are told of the 
Holy Spirit’s words to Paul about his contemplated 
visit. 

First (Acts 20:23), He says that bonds and 
afflictions abide Paul there. “Abide” suggests a con- 
tinuing bondage,—that Paul will not be free for 
missionary service if he goes to Jerusalem. 

The third time the Holy Spirit speaks is in Acts 
21:10, 11, plainly stating that Paul at Jerusalem will 
be seized by the Jews and delivered to the Gentiles. 

But between these two warnings from God comes 
another word, the second, which is not a warning, 
but a command. In Acts 21:4, at Tyre, the Holy 
Spirit says to Paul “That he should not set foot in 
Jerusalem.” 

Yet Paul pushed on to Jerusalem. When he 
reached there, and told the elders of the miracles 
of saving grace among the Gentiles (21: 17-20), they 
glorified God, but then immediately took up the mat- 
ter that evidently was most prominent in their minds: 
that Paul should set himself right with the thou- 
sands of believing Jews who were “all zealous for 
the law.” They proposed a plan by which Paul 
should safeguard his reputation, and convince every- 
body that he too, though living under grace, was 
also ready to live under the law. 

Paul, having insisted upon going to Jerusalem, 
falls in with their plan. And we have the pathetic 
picture of the great apostle, who at Antioch had 
bravely resisted Peter and condemned his cowardly 
mistake when he “drew back and separated himself” 


The Council at 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts 21 : 27-40) 

27 And when the seven days were almost completed, the 
Jews from Asia, when they saw him in the temple, stirred 
wp all the multitude and laid hands on him, 28 crying out, 
en of Israel, help: This is the man that teacheth all 
mon everywhere against the people, and the law, and 
place; an 


this 
moreover he brought Greeks also into the tem- 
le, and hath defiled this ay piace, 29 For they had 
efore seen with him in the cit roph’i-mus the Synonen, 
whom they punpoces that Paul had brought into the tem- 
ple. 30 And all the city was moved, and the people ran 
together; and they laid hold on Paul, and dragged him 
out of the temple: and straightway the doors were shut. 
31 And as they were seeking to kill him, tidings came up 
to the !chief captain of the *band, that all Jerusalem was 
in confusion. 32 And forthwith he took soldiers and cen- 
turions, and ran down upon them: and they, when they 
saw the ‘chief’ captain and the soldiers, lett off beatin 
Paul. 33 Then the ‘chief captain came near, and laid hol 
on him, and commanded him to be bound with two chains; 
and inquired who he was, and what he had done. 34 And 
some shouted one thing, some another, among the crowd: 
and when he could not know the certainty for the uproar 
he commanded him to be brought into the castle. 35 An 
when he came upon the stairs, so it was, that he was borne 
of the soldiers for the violence of the crowd; 36 for the 
multitude of the people followed after, crying out, Away 
with him. 

37 And as Paul was about to be brought into the castle, 
he saith unto the ‘chief captain, May I say something 
unto thee? And he said, Dost thou know Greek? 38 Art 
thou not then the Faqyetian, who before these days stirred 
up to sedition and led out into the wilderness the four 
thousand men of the Assassins? 39 But Paul said, I am a 
ew, of Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and 

beseech thee, give me leave to speak unto the people. 
40 And when he had given him leave, Paul, standing on 
the stairs, beckoned with the hand unto the people; and 
when there was made a great silence, he spake unto them 
in the Hebrew language, saying, 

1Or, military tribune Gr. chiliarch. * Or, cohort 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, 
by Thomas Nelson & ite - 


~ 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(These references are usually to paragraphs in other les- 
son-articles in this issue, indicated by bold 
face figures.) 
Verse 17.—What “brethren” received Paul gladly? 
(Griffith Thomas, II, 1.) , 
Verse 20.—Who were these thousands of Jews 
mentioned in Jerusalem? (Griffith Thomas, II, 2.) 


Verse 26.—Was it right for Paul to make this 
offering, according to the law? (Pilot; Griffith 
Thomas, II, 3; Baldwin, 2; Rogers, 3.) 


Verse 27.—Who were the Jews from Asia? (Grif- 


‘Thomas, II, 4; Mackie, 1.) 


Verse 28.—In what way would the temple be de- 


filed by having Greeks brought into it? Griffith 
fith Thomas, II, 4; Mackie, 1.) 
Verse 29.—Who was’ Trophimus? (Griffith 


Thomas, II, 4; Rogers, 5.) 


Verse 38.—Why did the chief captain think that 
Paul was “the Egyptian”? (Griffith Thomas, II, 5.) 








from the Gentiles, “fearing them that were of the 


circumcision” (Gal. 2: 11-14); Paul, the writer of ~ 


that marvelous epistle of grace to the Galatians, who 
said, “A man is not justified by the works of the law, 
but through faith in Jesus Christ” (Gal. 2:16), who 
cried out, “O foolish Galatians, who did bewitch 
you? ... Received ye the Spirit by the words of the 
law, or by the hearing of faith?” (Gal. 3:1, 2) who 
pleaded with them, “For freedom did Christ set us 
free: stand fast therefore, and be not entangled 
again in a yoke of bondage” (Gal. 5:1); who wrote 
to the Colossians (2:6) “As therefore ye received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him,”—this great 
apostle of grace going about Jerusalem (where 
Christ was crucified because men could not keep the 
law) legally purifying himself (Acts 21: 23-26) by 
taking a vow, shaving his head, and offering the 
blood of an animal sacrifice! (See Num. 6: 1-21 for 
the vow that Paul and his Christian friends were 
taking.) Hebrews 10:2, 9-12 shows the wrong of 
this sort of sacrifice on the part of a Christian. 

Yes, the straightforward Bible record here seems 
to show that even the great apostle Paul made a mis- 
take in his understanding of God’s will‘for him. It 
is not to be imagined for a moment that Paul was 
committing any conscious sin in what he did. He ap- 
parently believed he was true to his.duty. He ap- 
parently thought that the disciples who told him that 
he must not go to Jerusalem (21:4) were mistaken, 
though God’s Word tells us that it was God who was 
speaking to them and through them to Paul. 

What a warning it is to us to realize how perilously 
easy it is for the most surrendered, trusting, victori- 
ous, Spirit-filled Christians to be mistaken in matters 
of what we call judgment. It is believed: that Paul 
himself saw his mistake when, speaking to the Jew- 
ish mob from the castle stairs; he faithfully -wit- 


-message to them under the circumstances? 





nessed against himself that the Lord, at the begin- 
ning of his Christian grog had warned him to 
get away, and apparently to keep away, from Jeru- 
salem, because they would not receive Paul’s testi- 
mony concerning Christ, Paul’s evangelizing mission 
being “far hence unto the Gentiles” (Acts 22: 17-21). 

Having recognized the facts about this critical 
turning-point in Paul’s life, which ended (until three 
or four years at the close of his life) his free mis- 
sionary service (though as a prisoner he continued 
to preach and write Christ), we can find rich bless- 
ings in God’s loving care and continued guidance. 

aul’s spirit was right, though his judgment was 
wrong, when he said that he was ready not only to 
be bound but to die at Jerusalem for the name of the 
Lord Jesus (21:13). e may mistakenly do things 
which God does not want us to do, yet in genuine 
surrender to the will of God, so far as our inten- 
tions are concerned. 

Paul’s great work was not done yet. God would 
not allow the life of his consecrated missionary to 
end here; there was yet much witnessing for Paul 
to do. So God used “the powers that be” (Rom. 
13:1), and thereby saved Paul’s life (v. 32). 

The exciting lesson episode ends in a dramatic 
pause of intense suspense, when Paul, with the per- 
mission of the Roman chief captain, stands on the 
castle stairs, secures “a great silence” by raising his 
hand (see Dr. Mackie, 2), and then speaks to that 
passion-swept mob in their own sacred language, 
Hebrew. What will come of it all? 


The Truth That Is Golden 


God makes no mistakes, even when men do. If 
our hearts are right with God he overrules our mis- 
takes. When wholly surrendered to Christ God 
“calleth 'the things that are not, as though they were” 
(Rom. 4:17). God’s loving and omnipotent grace 
is our guarantee of being kept safe even in the midst 
of our mistakes. Moreover, we need have no ner- ' 
vousness or anxiety or fear lest we make some great 
mistake; such fear would be the sin of distrust; and 
we shall be sure to make mistakes if we live in fear 
of mistakes. But if we seek God’s will in surrender 
and faith we may know that he will not let us get 
far out of the way even though there should be a 
misstep. So God’s grace floods our life, as Paul’s. 


Teaching Points 


The Jerusalem Christians’ zeal for the law was 
“an impossible condition which could not last very 
long” (Griffith Thomas, II, 2). 

Reasons why the Jerusalem Christian Jews 
wanted Paul to take this vow, and why Paul did 
so (Griffith Thomas, II, 3). Buf those reasons 
were sadly mistaken ;‘and Paul apparently had mis- 
givings about the vow (Rogers, 1, 2). 

Luke and Paul’s other Christian friends’ who 
pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem were 
not cowards—they themselves had already been se- 
verely tested. But Paul evidently, though himself 
mistaken, convinced them that they were mistaken 
and that God really wanted him to go (21: 14). 

No conversion of unbelieving Jews in Jerusalem, 
nor illumination of legalizing Christian Jews there, 
appear in the record as the result of Paul’s Jeru- 
salem visit. Gods program is always best. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
What was the attitude of the Jerusalem Jews 
toward Paul? (See Mrs. Baldwin, 1.) 
Did the legalism of Paul and his Christian 
friends accomplish any good? (Rogers, 3, 4.) 
What were the four charges made against Paul? 
(v. 28.) How much of either one was true? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


A Prisoner in the Castle (Acts 22). 

Try to think yourself in Paul’s place as he stood 
on the castle stairs in the great silence, the people 
ready to hear what he had to say for himself. What 
would you have made the leading points in your 
Set those 
points down on paper before you read this lesson, 
then see how they compare with Paul’s. 


How did Paul show his sympathy with his 
hearers? 


Why did Jesus, when speaking to Paul, refer to 
himself as “of Nazareth”? (v. 8.) 
What first shows Paul’s acceptance of Christ? 
Why was Paul made blind? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 10 (Acts 21 : 17-40) 
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Mastering the 


Whole Lesson 


By Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D 





PHRASE of Shakespeare is often quoted: 
A “There is a soul of goodness in things evil,” 
and people are accustomed to refer to “bring- 
ing good out of evil.” While the intention of these 
phrases is no doubt correct, they are literally wrong, 
because evil is always evil and there is no “soul of 
goodness” in it, and therefore it is impossible to 
bring “good out” of it. But what is doubtless meant 
and what can be done by God is to overrule evil for 
good. There is a Divine permission of evil and then 
an overruling of it for the carrying out of great pur- 
ses. it was in the lives of men like Joseph, 
avid, Nebuchadnezzar; so also was it in the im- 
prisonment of John Bunyan and in the opposition 
to Christianity of men like Voltaire and Strauss. 
We shall also see that wrong was made to issue in 
truth and blessing in the experience of the Apostle 
Paul at this time. 


lL. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection.—Each part of the story of Paul’s 
journeyings needs careful notice with the use of the 
map. From Miletus where he addressed the elders 
(chapter 20) he journeyed through various places 
to Tyre (vs. 1-6), and then through Ptolemais (v. 7) 
he reached Caesarea (vs. 8-14), and at last arrived 
at Jerusalem. 


Date.—A. D. 57 or 58. Arnold. “Chart of Paul’s 
Journeyings” (The Sunday School Times Company, 
20 cents); Stirling, “Atlas,” pp. 20, 22 (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York City, 40 cents). 

Book.—This lesson is included in the last and 
longest section of Acts descriptive of Paul’s progress 
towards Rome (19: 21-28 to 28:31). But the sec- 
tion dealing with Jerusalem is complete in itself and 
extends from 21:17 to 23:11, and should be kept in 
mind in connection with this and the next two les- 
sons. The detail at this point is remarkable and 
seems to indicate that in view of Luke, the writer, 
great events were taking place. Ramsay says that 
it is the most important part of the Book in the esti- 
mation of the author, because it concerns the crisis 
of the fate of Paul and the Church. 


Il. The Lesson 


In order to appreciate the circumstances at Jeru- 
salem, it is necessary to dwell on the whole chapter. 


The Journey (vs. 1-14).—The parting from Miletus 
was a great wrench (20: 36 to 21:1), but it was nec- 
essary to leave, and sailing south, skirting the coast 
of Asia Minor, Paul and his friends reached Cos, an 
important island, then the next day reached Rhodes, 
another island, and then arrived at Patara on the 
coast, where they found a boat which led them past 
Cyprus and landed them at Tyre. At Tyre they re- 
mained a week where they enjoyed fellowship with 
Christians who “said to Paul through the Spirit, that 
he should not set foot in Jerusalem.” But again 
the time came to depart, and once more we notice 
the beautiful spirit. Love had discovered love 
and expressed it. The picture of the wives and chil- 
dren and the kneeling in prayer on the seashore re- 
veals the wonderful possibilities of affection within 
a single week. What a man Paul was to have drawn 
out all this love! 

After ‘Tyre came Ptolemais and Caesarea, where 
Paul was the guest of Philip the evangelist (6:5; 
8:5, 40). Caesarea was evidently his headquarters. 
Luke characteristically notice voninhood here as 
elsewhere. The stay at Caesarea was longer, and 
during this time the prophet Agabus (11:27, 28) 
pad warned Paul against going to Jeru- 
salem. 


The Arrival (vs. 15-17).—When they arrived at 
Jerusalem, a distance of about sixty-five miles from 
Caesarea, they took with them certain Christians 
from Caesarea, and also Mnason, who had been a 
Christian probably from the very earliest day of 
Pentecost. On their arrival they came into contact 
with some Jerusalem Christians, who gave them what 
may be called a private and unofficial reception. (1) 


The Meeting (vs. 18-20).—The next day came the 
public gathering, with James, the brother of our 
Lord, as the president and chief authority (12:17; 
15:13). Other leaders were present, and Paul told 
in detail what God had done among the Gentiles 
through him. The outcome was repeated praise to 
God. And yet it was thought important to take im- 
mediate action to show the Jews that Paul had no 
prejudice against them. - The thousands (Greek 
“myriads,” tens of thousands) of Jews seem to refer 
to believers who were then gathered in the city for 
the feast, including not only Jerusalem Christians, 
but others from elsewhere. This shows what great 
progress the Gospel had made among the Jews. 


They were all zealous observers of the law, though 
they accepted Jesus as the Messiah. It was an im- 
possible position which could not last very long. (2) 


The Proposal (vs. 21-26).—In order to conciliate 
these Jews who had received a wrong impression of 
Paul, it was suggested that he should become respon- 
sible for four poor Jewish Christians who had taken 
upon them the Nazirite vow (18:18; Num. 6: 1-21), 
and when this was done, it would be a proof that 
Paul was as ready as any one else to observe the 
law. So far as Gentiles were concerned, James and 
the elders stood by what had already been decided 
(chapter 15:20). Paul, acting as they advised, 
in order to avoid friction and to conciliate the F gee 
Christians, responded to this suggestion. e had 
great hopes at this time of uniting Jewish and Gen- 
tile believers (Rom. 15: 25-27). Four parties should 
be distinguished: Pharisees, Sadducees, Jewish Chris- 
tions, Gentile Christians. (3). 


The Outcome (vs. 27-36).—Paul’s object was just 
about to be attained when a sudden interruption took 
place. Jews from Asia were specially hostile to 
Paul because of what had happened at Ephesus 
(19: 10, 23; 20:19), and as they had come to Jeru- 
salem for the feast of Pentecost, they naturally had 
fresh in mind the events which had caused such 
trouble at home. It did not take long to stir up the 
populace against Paul by means of false charges. 
Prejudice and religious bigotry are easily elicited. 
And having seen Paul in the company of an Ephe- 
sian, Trophimus (Acts 20:4; 2 Tim. 4:12), they 
supposed that Paul had brought a Gentile into the 
inner portion of the temple, which was contrary to 
the law. There was an outer court of the Gentiles 
open to all, but there was a point beyond which no 
Gentile could go. Perhaps this was the “middle 
wall of partition” mentioned in Ephesians 2:14, and 
seeing Paul busy with ceremonies in the inner court 
where Jews. were permitted, these Jews from Asia 
assumed that he had taken Trophimus beyond the 
barrier. (4) 

The immediate outcome was the seizure of Paul, 
who was dragged out of the temple, that is, out 
of the inner court into the outer court of the 
Gentiles. They would not defile the temple, but 
they were quite ready to kill Paul; so far will hatred 
go. But news of what had taken place went up to 
the Roman commander. The cloisters in the court 
of the Gentiles communicated with the fortress of 
Antonia which was occupied by the Roman garrison, 
and from this eminence he with his soldiers went 
down just in time to prevent Paul from being beaten 
to death. The chief captain, Lysias by name 
(23:26), having ordered Paul to be secured by 
chains, inquired what had happened, and as there 
was so great an excitement and uproar, he ordered 
Paul to be taken into the castle, lest he and the 
soldiers should be killed. Realizing that Paul 
was escaping, the crowd surged upon the soldiers 
who had literally to lift and carry him out of reach. 
The uproar was very much like that at Ephesus 
(19: 32). 

The Appeal (vs. 37-40).—When Paul asked to 
be allowed to speak to the captain, he was met by a 
surprised question, for Lysias thought Paul some im- 
postor or fanatic, and was astonished to hear the 
language of culture. Indeed, he thought that Paul 
was an Egyptian, who, just before then, posing as a 
prophet, had collected a large number of people for 
the purpose of overpowering the Romans and seiz- 
ing Jerusalem. But Felix forestalled and attacked 
him and the Egyptian ran away. The event was 
quite recent, so that the captain’s idea was per- 
fectly natural. (5) 

The assassins were a set of fanatics who arose in 
Judea and were so called because each carried under 
his garments a dagger. Felix had to take military 
measures against them. But Paul’s reply showed 
that he was a Jew by race, and, as such, had a per- 
fect right to enter the inner part of the temple, and 
so far from being an alien Egyptian, he was.a citi- 
zen of Tarsus, a place with an important university 
The result was immediate permission to speak to the 
people. 

Ill. Central Truths 


The Golden Text rightly and appropriately speaks 
of Paul as a witness, and there is scarcely any word 
that so suitably describes what he was then and at 
all times. 


1. What is a witness?—A witness is not a judge 
to decide. cases. .A witness is not an echo, some- 
thing vague and empty, without life. A witness is 
not a book, which, though valuable, is only a writing. 
A witness is one who possesses life, experience, 
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truth, power. There is no word so frequent in the 
New Testament to express true Christianity (Acts 
1:8). Paul thus was able to pass on to others what 


he had learned and received. Of him it could be 
said what has often been said of other believers: 
“He reminds me of Christ.” Men will not always 
read the Bible, but they will read us, and we ought 
to be “living epistles.” It is a searching question: 
“What sort of a Saviour and a God do they see in 
my life?” 

2. How did he witness? (1) Observe the effect 
he had on others, especially in the various places he 
visited. He elicited thought, love, sympathy, sor- 
row and prayer. (2) Mark the elements of his char- 
acter as seen all through this chapter: tenderness, 
strength, conscientiousness, courage, trustfulness, 
calmness, large-heartedness. 


3. Why could he witness?—Because he was con- 
tinually in touch with God. Christ was real and 
precious to him and the Holy Spirit filled his soul 
with Divine presence and grace. When we are thus 
in union and communion with God, it affects our 
thoughts, our feelings, our desires, our manner, our 
character, our conduct, and we canfiot but witness 
to Him “Whose we are and Whom we serve.” 


IV. A Lesson Outline 


1. The Journey (John 1: 6-18). 

2. The Arrival (Luke 24: 44-48). 
3. The Meeting (Gal. 2: 1-9). 

4. The Proposal (Num, 6: 1-21). 
5. The Outcome (1 Pet. 3: 12-18). 
6. The Appeal (Phil. 1: 7-13). 
Wyc irre CoLiece, Toronto. 


“ 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Raising the Devil.”—The Jews...stirred up all 
the multitude (v. 27). The Jews had fallen so far 
down in the scale of people that the one only thing 
they had power left to do was to stir up the multitude. 
That is to say, the ability to raise a row. There is no 
art, no literature, no achievement by this great peo- 
ple at this period of their history. The leaders had 
run the nation into the ground. The attitude of 
these leaders toward Jesus and Paul shows that all 
decency and all patriotism had gone. When men 
get so run out they can do nothing good, there is a 
well-known party with horns, hoofs, and tail whg can 
be raised without half trying (Job 1:7; Zech. 3:1). 
There is no stirred-up trouble equal to that which 
has the religious brand. The less real religion any 
man has the harder he will stir. The religious leaders 
in England who put men like George Fox, William 
Penn, John Bunyan in jail and stirred up the people 
against them were the wine-drinking, fox-hunting, 
place-hunters that moved Wesley’s soul and forced 
the protest that made Methodism. And eventually 
gave us our modern evangelism. Out here in Chester 
Valley we shall soon be making apple-butter. Good 
apple-butter is all in the stir. We want the apple- 
butter stir of evangelism and not the rabble-raising 
stir of jealousy. 


The Killers.—As they were seeking to kill him 
(v. 31). It seems to require a killing to make good 
things go. Does any one know of any bloodless free- 
dom? Or bloodless invention? Mastering the air, 
for example. About one hundred years ago when 
they were bringing in a new era in France a man who 
had devised a new religion laid it before Napoleon. 
“Fine,” said the shrewd Emperor, “now just go out 
and get yourself killed for it and it will go.” But 
blab and not blood is all such reformers have to 
offer. So while the French Revolution mended the 
ways of the aristocracy it did not give the world a 
new religion. When any one wants to kill you it is 
a sign of your importance and evidence of your suc- 
cess. We have in our office this sign, “Jf your com- 
petitor knocks you put him on the payroll, no mat- 
ter what he says, so he keeps talking.” If the other 
fellow tries to “kill” your business it is because of 
your success, whether you know you have succeeded 
or not. Paul may not have known he had sent sal- 
vation on its way through Greece, Rome, Gaul, and 
England to Coatesville. But the devil knew it and 
he had his killers on the signal to settle the mis- 
sionary. But we are all immortal until our mission 
is done (Heb. 2:14; John 8: 44). 


The Trouble Place.—They supposed (v. 29). And 
it got them into sore trouble after a bit. Nearly all 
the trouble you ever have been in, or are likely to 
be in, can be laid at the door of old Mr. I Just Sup- 
posed. That bank official is no common thief. He 
wouldn’t rob a till. He just supposed that with 
bumper crops and war prices stocks would go up 
for a. “nice turn,”—and live happily ever after a 
prosperous and honored citizen. But the unexpected 
happened and the jail now holds him. Dorothy 
Parker just supposed that Frank the dear boy 
loved her so devotedly he would never drink again 
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after they were married. Poor Dot! 
Frank is a sot. WHarry Dengler just 
supposed he would have lots of time 
“to fix up this religious business” when 
the doctor would say, “Make him as 
comfortable as you can, it won’t be 
long.” But the agony of pain and there 
was no head to think or tongue to pray. 
Many a fellow has wrecked his chances 
by supposing. Employers want men to 
Know. An honesty that takes nothi 
for granted. I want the engineer o 
this train upon which I am flying to 
KNow all the switches are set right, not 
just suppose they are. And the con- 
cern you are running, Mr. Boss, wants 
just the same kind of an engineer. Just 
turn to the old Book and look up the 
“knows.” I have touched the anchor 
of the Gospel in this paragraph. It is 
called “Assurance.” “I KkNow whom 
have believed” (2 Tim. 1:12; Rom. 
8: 38, 30). 

Gentle Charity.—Some shouted one 
thing, some another (v. 34). Had we 
been there we might have thought they 
were “trussin’ the umpire.” But a base- 
ball fan is a dignified iceberg compared 
with an excited Oriental. So you can 
well imagine the situation when the 
priests had gotten them going. The 
easiest thing to start a mob going on is 
religion, if the other fellow’s religion 
is to be knocked. It is a good deal 
easier to get a Protestant or a Catholic 
to fight for his religion than to Live It. 
How man oodlums are you a big 
brother to? The question is not one of 
goodness. or badness of some orgat..za- 
tion, church or secular, but the good- 
ness or badness of you and me our- 
selves. Just as soon as I get William 





H. straightened out and the Sermon on | 
the Mount working on my premises, I | 


will start out to regulate the rest of the 

society. So please don’t let them set 

you yelling against some other folks 

who may be really trying to help the 

world. (Watch your goodness, don’t 

bark it! (Matt. 7:5; Rom. 13: 10.) 
CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
hool Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Her Protection.—Thou shalt 
witness for him unto all men of what 
thou hast seen and heard (Golden 
Text).. I was one day in the Old 
Bailey, watching a criminal trial, and 
a witness who had evidently been in- 
timidated by the friends of the prisoner 
was giving evidence. The examinin 
counsel drew it from her that she di 
not like to say all she knew in view 
of the threatened consequences to her- 
self. I remember the words of the 
judge to that woman right to this day. 
e said, “Tell all that you know, and 
remember that the whole power of 
England is behind you to protect you. 
So you need not be afraid.” To those 
of us who are His witnesses, all the 
power of God is about us to protect us. 
—From Rev. J. Stuart Holden, in 
Mundesley Bible Conference. Sent by 
I, Ellis, Anniesland, Glasgow, Scotland. 


Witnessing that Won.—Thou shalt 
be a witness for him (Golden Text). 
A youth was converted at a camp- 
meeting, and, returning home, was trou- 
bled with many fears. He thought that 
his mother would disown him, his 
father never speak to him, and his 
brothers and sisters despise him. Kneel- 
ing down just before he reached home 
he asked God to keep him faithful, and 
to help him to be a true witness for Him. 
He did not speak about his conversion 
to any of them at first, but the new- 
found joy shone in his eyes, and re- 
vealed itself even in his whistle. One 
evening, some ten days afterwards, he 


be a! 
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His brother replied, “Henry, we've all 
been Watching you. Mother says you 
look and talk like a new being. Father 
says you are the most agreeable one 
about the place. Do you reckon God 
will do for me what He has done for 
you?” “Yes, certainly; there’s a camp- 
meeting near here to-morrow. . I'll go 
there with you.” And the result of that 
boy’s witness-bearing was the conver- 
sion of all the family—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. 


Hidden Away.—Thou shalt be a wit- 
ness for him unto all men of what thou 
hast sevn and heard (Golden Text). 
One of our tabernacle colporteurs vis- 
ited a dying man the other day, and the 
wife was broken-hearted because the 


[| man died without making any confes- 


sion of faith, but afterwards it was 
found he had written it on a piece of 
paper and put it under his pillow. Do 
not some Christians seem to conceal 
their “witness” about as completely as 
that?—From The Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 
The prise for this week is awarded to 
this illustration. 


Banished!—Thou shalt be a witness 
(Golden Text). Among the members 
of the church that was the center of 
the Japanese persecution was a young 
man who had been but a month back 
from the ‘Waseda University, Tokyo, 
where he had been a student. He was 
in a cell by himself, and chafed under 
the restraint that kept him from preach- 
ing the Gospel to the other prisoners, 
as his fellow-Christians were doing. 
Then this youth was unexpectedly ban- 
ished to a neighboring island.. He told 
the story afterward with shining face: 
“Just think! I had been longing for a 
chance to tell about Jesus to those who 
did not know him, and mourning be- 
cause I could not preach in jail. Then 
God sent me off to an unevangelized 
island, where there was plenty of work 
to do for Him, and Japan paid my 
fare!” That sounds like Paul! the 
prisoner, doesn’t it?—From The Conti+ 
nent. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Streat- 
ham Hill, London, Eng. 


Best Men for Greatest Dangers.— 
And as they were seeking to kill him 
(v. 31). - Speaking of the Cuban War, 
and his Rough Riders, Roosevelt de- 
clared: “The men I cared most for in 
the regiment were the men who did the 
best work; and therefore my liking for 
them was obliged to take the shape of 
exposing them to the most fatigue and 
hardship, of demanding from them the 
greatest service, and of making them 
incur the greatest risk. Once I kept 
Greenway and Goodrich at work for 
forty-eight hours without sleep and 
with very little food, fighting and dig- 
ging trenches. I freely sent the men for 
whom I cared most where death might 
smite them, as it did the two best officers 
in my regiment, Allyn Capron and 
Bucky O’Neil. My men would not have 
respected me had I acted otherwise.” 
And does not the Captain of our Salva- 
tion demand the same thing of us?— 
From Rev. T. M. Fothergill, Ph.D., in 


The Expositor. Sent by Rev. T. 
De Courcy Rayner, Hamilton, Ont., 
Canada. . 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


BE AT charges for them, that the 
may shave their heads (v. 24). It 
is dificult for Protestants to whom re- 
ligion is chiefly a fact of individual ex- 
perience to enter into the feelings of 
those to whom it is also and always the 
highest and widest expression of na- 
tional life and political hope. For this 
reason, among the Jews, an offense 
against the moral law of the Ten Com- 
mandments, being of a private and per- 
sonal nature, brings less trouble upon 
the transgressor than a departure from 


said to his brother, “Tom, I -was con-} the ceremonial customs which are visi- 
verted: last week at a. camp-meeting.”' ble and a bond of public union. For a 





Jew to eat Gentile meat is an insult to 
all Israel, to avoid paying the butcher’s 
bill merely concerns the butcher. The 
ewish contention was and is that the 
w either is or is not from God: if 
it is, why should not its commandments 
be obeyed? Who could supersede 
Moses, who was declared to be superior 
to all before him or after him? | Simi- 
larly when the — p Rggprcsen ~ 
sions began in Syria, opposition o 
the Eastern clergy was di not so 
much against Gospel itself as 
inst associated Church traditions. 

i missionaries of the American 
Church had no patriarch, no ceremonial 
vestments, no power of absolution, no 
worship of the Virgin Mary, no ob- 
servance of Saints’ Days, and no ap- 
peal to them as intercessors. If one 
was a Church without the Book, the 
other was the Book without a Church! 
And hath defiled this holy place (v. 
28). At the Church of the Holy Sepul- 
chre in Jerusalem any Jew seen walking 
over the pavement in front of the main 
entrance is at once thrown down and 


‘mauled by the custodian priests. At 


the Moslem shrine of the Black Stone 
at Mecca, it is death for any Christian 
to be discovered among the pilgrim 
visitors. (1) 

Beckoned with the hand unto the peo- 
ple (v. 40). On such an occasion, an 
Oriental does not hold up the open 
hand, like a chairman at a public meet- 
ing, authoritatively demanding silence; 
he extends the arm with the open palm 
held horizontally, and then brings to- 
gether the tips of the four fingers and 
thumb. It is a polite request for the 
favor of being allowed to speak, and 
be heard without interruption. (2) 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
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Visiting the Lesson Qesnes 


HE men who caused Paul’s arrest 
on the Temple ground really sup- 
poeet they had right on their side. The 
st help toward understanding their 
point of view is a good model of the 
Temple, showing how its various courts 
were planned, one within another and 
each successive court on a higher level 
as a worshiper gradually approached 
the innermost and holiest ground. The 
best model available is that of Dr. 
Schick, and we may study it very satis- 
factorily with a stereograph and stereo- 
scope. 

We see the Temple Hill and its build- 
ings as if we were looking down from 
an aeroplane at the South. Herod's 
great stadium for pagan athletics is 
conspicuous on the hill-side, with Ro- 
man houses near. Then we find the 
hilltop shaped into various levels or 
terraces, each surrounded by colonnades 
or continuous lines of buildings, form- 
ing enclosing walls. The sanctuary 
building, in the innermost, holiest court, 
is easily recognizable. Only certain 
priests entered that court. An adjoin- 
ing court (at our right) might be en- 
tered by Hebrew laymen of perfect 
orthodoxy, but on no account by any 
Gentile. Even the Roman authorities, 
themselves pagans, accepted this rule 
as absolutely to be respected. Small 
wonder it is that a rumor of Paul's tak- 
ing Trophimus to the strictly reserved 

ound made his conservative enemies 

ot with resentment. Apparently, they 

did not wait to be sure whether or no 
Paul really had thus outraged the tra- 
ditions of the place. 

Use a stereograph entitled “Herod’s 
Temple; the famous Schick model.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under 
this heading, applied as usual to the lessons 
for the year. he use of the stereographs 
will be found a most practicable help in mak- 
ing the togoen paasod real. Forty-four places 
will be visit during 1916; the forty-four 
stereographs cost 97,33), and if all are ordered 
at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered 
case is given free. Ten places are visited 
and described with the lessons of this third 
quarter; cost, $1.67. Only two new ones wil 
be needed in ptember, 20 cents each. 
Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Postage or ex- 
press is prepaid on all orders for stereo- 
graphs or stereoscopes. Lantern... slides 
of the same scenes can also be obtained. 
Plait slides,’ 50 cents each; sepia-tinted, 
55 cents}. colored, - $1.10. orders © for 
twenty-five or more at one time prices are: 
plain ‘slides; 40 cents each; sepia-tinted, 45 








3) eee 


AUGUST 26, 1916 


cents; colored . Address the. Sunda 
School Times ae Eig cant Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


From the Platforn, 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
may we be true witnesses for thee. May 
we not fail to speak for thee when we have 
be brave 
t no fear 
or comfort shall prevent 


ity. 
$rPSES Tce. of apocettion ud 
for our own safet 
us from telling ot . May we speak 
out of experience, and be ready to have the 
precious experiences of thee out of which 
we can speak with power. 
name we pray. Amen. E 

After the Lesson.—A newspaper 
man, not many months ago, had an 
interview with Lord Kitchener. ‘He 
had a long talk with the great general, 
and then it was of course natural for 
him to go home from that interview 
and never tell any one about it. Was 
it not? You don’t think so? Well, 
you are quite right. That newspaper 
man lost no time in writing out -and 
publishing the story of his visit to 
Lord Kitchener, and his article was 
published very widely. He tried to let 
people know what sort of man Lord 
Kitchener really was; and if you read 
the article you will remember that the 
newspaper man didn’t hesitate to tell 
folks how proud he was to have had 
the interview. 

After what the Lord Jesus did for 
Paul, and- after Paul had learned so 
much about Jesus and had been so 
blessed by him, you don’t wonder that 
the great apostle wanted to go about 
telling others of Jesus. The question 
is, however, whether Paul wouldn’t do 
a little wondering.on his own account 
if he should walk into this school to-day 
and find how few of us have talked to 
any one personally in this last week 
about the Lord Jesus. 

Will you repeat the Golden Text all 
together? Let me: put on the ‘black- 
board just a few words of it and a 
question. 





In thy dear 





THOU ... A WITNESS 


ARE YOU? 











In so far as you have known the 
Lord Jesus, won’t you try from now on 
to be open and eager and earnest in 
telling about Him? That is what it 
means to be a witness, one who testifies 
about something that he actually knows. 
If you think you know Christ and 
don’t testify for Him, isn’t it fair when 
others ask whether you really know 
Him at all? Let us pray. 


“ 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Faith of our fathers, living still.” 
“T need Thee every hour.” 
“My soul, be on thy guard.” 
“O for a thousand ton 
“Onward, Christian soldiers. 
“The Church’s one foundation.” 
“Trust and obey.” 

“Who is on the Lord’s side?” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”) 
Psalm 37: 1-13 96: 1-3). 
Psalm 37: 23-40 (78:1, 2, 7, 8). 
Psalm 118: 1-16 (ag8: 1, 3 4)- 
Psalm 22: 22-31 (41: 1-4). 
Psalm 142: 1-7 (302: 1-3; 6 


g Department Helps 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—Christians are 
brave to do right. 

Note.—Include verses 17-40 in to-day’s 
story. 

Review.—lIf convenient, let a few chil- 
dren demonstrate the incident at Philip’s 
house, when Agabus bound his hands 
and feet with Paul’s girdle (21: 10-12). 

Lesson Story—Paul and his com- 
panions journeyed safely from’ Czsarea 
to Jerusalem. Paul did not forget that 


es to sing.” 








em 

















LESSON FOR SEPT. 10 (Acts 21 : 17-40) 


different friends said he would have 
trouble. Because he was_a Christian, 


he was brave and ready for whatever | low. 


might happen. 

t first everything went well. Old 
friends welcomed them. The very next 
day Paul met the leaders of the church 
and told the wonderful things which 
had happened during his missionary 
journeys. Gentiles and Jews had be- 
lieved the story of Jesus, and become 
his followers. 

Some Gentiles had been Paul’s trav- 
eling companions and were with him in 
Jerusalem. Paul’s church friends were 
glad to see them and praised God. 

Some other people didn’t understand 
that Paul still loved God’s law and the 
temple. These might hear that Paul 
had come and brought Gentile friends. 
People would watch to see what Paul 
would do. 

The church friends asked Paul to go 
to the temple every day with some Jew- 
ish men who had made a vow or prom- 
ise. Paul was glad to do this, for he 
loved God and the temple. He went 
daily with these Jewish men for almost 
a week. Paul’s Gentile companions 
were not permitted to enter the temple, 
so they did not try to go. 

But many people had seen Paul and 
these Gentiles walking together on the 
streets. Paul had wonderful things to 
show them in that great city. hey 
surely looked at the outside of the 
beautiful temple. 

Somebody spread a report that Paul 


had. taken these Gentiles into the tem-_ tians should keep the law in order to 
It wasn’t true, but one day while | be saved (Acts 15). 


ple. 





Snee faree a as be 
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with stairs outside. Mark Paul and the 
officers on the stairs, and the crowd be- 
Write the promise made to Paul 
in Damascus, “Thou shalt be a witness” 
(Paul was ready to witness before tha: 
crowd of people). 


Closing Prayer—May we never be 
afraid to speak for Jesus. 


Cuicaco, IL, 
“ 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


AVE you ever seen a police patrol 
stop at a house, a couple of  police- 
men rush up the steps and return in a 
moment with a man between them, shut 
him in, then drive off? What has oc- 
curred? What kind of people usually 
are arrested? Did you ever hear of a 
missionary being arrested? Of all per- 
sons arrested we should least expect it 
to be the splendid Christian man Paul. 
We last met Paul at Miletus saying 
good-bye to his friends from Ephesus 
(lesson of two weeks ago.) Have the 
story of the trip to Jerusalem told as 
some girl traces the course by map 
(1-16). At what two places did the 
Christians try to dissuade Paul from 
continuing to Jerusalem? (vs. 3, 4; 
8-13). 
How hard it is for some people to 
give up their own notions! About 
seven years had passed since that big 
discussion as to whether Gentile Chris- 





The people hadn’t 


gathered. They rushed into the temple, | much legalism as they liked. Knowing 


Paul was worshiping, a great crowd | quite trusted Paul to have taught | 


dragged Paul out and_shut the doors.! that he was in their city, his friends 


The crowd shouted, kilfhim. That was’ foresaw trouble for him, and in order to | 


just what they meant to do, so they be- 
gan beating Paul. The confusion was 
like that great riot in Ephesus (Lesson 
for August 20). 


Police officers heard the noise. The 
chief captain. gathered soldiers and 
officers and ran to the place. When the | 


crowd saw the soldiers they stopped | was involved, for this ceremony was 


beating Paul. (City children may have 


vindicate Paul they suggested that he | 
share in the ceremony with four Jews | 
who were to become Nazirites (Num. | 
6), thus proving that he was a loyal | 
Jew, keeping the law and encouraging | 
others to it. (1) : 
Believing no compromise of principle | 
in 

no wise connected with their salvation, 


seen the police patrol hurrying to stop a| Paul consented. Perhaps it all seemed 


disturbance. ) 


Quickly the soldiers pushed the crowd | 


aside, arrested Paul, and bound him 


with two chains (recall Agabus’ 
prophecy). Troubles were coming thick 
and fast. 


The chief captain asked Paul who he 
was, and what he had done. The crowd 
shouted so many different answers that 
the officers heard none distinctly. He 
ordered that Paul should be taken into 
the castle, which was really a prison. 

Because of the rough, pushing crowd, 
the soldiers almost carried Paul to the 
outside stairs to the castle, while the 
crowd shouted, Away with him. 

Paul must have thought about the 
time when an angry crowd followed 
Jesus, shouting, Away with him! 
Crucify him! He surely remembered 
that day when he stood near and 
watched a cruel crowd treat Stephen 
that way. (Lesson for March 5). 

Paul may have wondered whether his 
time had come to die like Jesus and 
Stephen. They had reached the top of 
the stairs near the door into the castle, 
Paul said to the chief captain, Will you 
give me permission to speak. to the peo- 
ple before I go into the castle prison? 

The captain gave permission. The 
angry, pushing, shouting crowd had been 
watching all the time. They saw, but 
could not hear Paul and the captain 
talking at the top of the stairs. They 
saw Paul turn toward them and lift his 
hand, beckoning to the people. One 
after another stopped shouting, until 
there was a great silence. It became so 
quiet that Paul began to spedk to them 
in their own Hebrew language. 

Paul’s story was so long that we must 
wait until next Sunday to hear it, un- 
less your parents read it to you from 
Acts, chapter 22. 

Although in danger, Paul was not 
afraid. 

pees I ag age © ioe, ‘ 
™1 t a ers near. 
"Tod auenl Gen sees!” . 


(Carels, Leyda’ Pub. Co., Chicago, 25 cents.) 


Hand-work—Draw a prison wall 








very foolish and unnecessary to Paul, 
yet if good might result he gladly sur- 
rendered his own personal wishes. (2) 

Many of the people had seen Paul 
in the streets of Jerusalem with Trophi- 
mus, who had come with him from 
Ephesus (20:4). Later, when they saw 
Paul in the temple court with the Nazi- 
rites “they supposed” (v. 29) that one 
was this same Gentile Trophimus. | 
Gentiles were forbidden in this part of 
the temple. . 

Recall that the feast of Pentecost was 
being kept, and that Jews from all parts 
were met in Jerusalem. Recall also that 
in every place Paul had preached it was 
the Jews who had opposed him. Many 
of these Jews were now at Jerusalem. 
They welcomed anything by which Paul 
might be condemned. They were keep- 
ing this feast in worship to God, yet 
cherishing hatred in their hearts. Was 
their worship acceptable to God? 
(Matthew 5:23, 24; 1 John 5:14, 15). 
What does God think of the girl in 
Sunday-school who won’t speak to the 
girl sitting next her, or is waiting for a 
chance to have revenge on some friend? 

How guilty we all are of “suppos- 
ing,” jumping at conclusions! Because 
Jane was looking in the store window 
we “suppose” she purposely turned her 
head to avoid speaking to us. Because 
Mary has a new gown we “suppose” 
she 1s haughty and “stuck up.” Because 
the new girl is seen with a loud, slangy 
girl we “suppose” she is vulgar. We 
“suppose” that the girl who shared our 
seat the day we weré absent stole our 
pencil. It is amazing how our “sup- 
poses” magnify as we tell them to others. 
The first time we tell it we only suspect 
Kate, the second time it is true. beyond 
a supposition, and the third time it be- 
comes a certainty. We have been guilty 
of bearing false witness. Some one has 
suggested that before we pass on the 
tale some one has told us we let it pass 
three gates, Is it-true? Is it kind? Is 
it needful? How much scandal and 





gossip would be stopped if we all asked 
these questions. 


tain arrived? People who are 
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What happened when the chief Poe Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
ing 


wrong are usually cowards. A guilty 
conscience won't let you look 
squarely in the eye. The wicked 

w no man pursues. 


Observe that | 


the captain also jumped at conclusions, | 


arr Paul not because of any 
wrong, but because of the crowd and 
the uproar. How senseless and unsee- 


ing is a mob, knowing nothing yet 


ready to inflict death. Make vivid the | ha 


story. 

Ckeerve the controlled, tactful Chris- 
tian gentleman Paul was. He did not 
lose his temper in anger. He instantly 
forgave them for seeking to kill him. 
As he looked out over that angry crowd 
a great passion of love for them pos- 
sessed him. He longed to tell them 
of Jesus Christ. God answered his 
heart cry, for with the beckoning of his 
hand the mob was silenced. ( ving 
the story unfinished should aid in se- 
curing home study.) 


For Next Week's Lesson 


In what ways did Paul witness. for 
Christ in his speech? 

What did Paul defend in his speech? 

How was Paul a Roman? E 

What words of Paul angered the 
Jews? 

What class of people are as narrow 


as were these Jews? 


Brace Institute, Los ANGELES. 
< 


For Those Using the Times 
Question Quarterly for Pupils 


The Times Question Quarterly for 
Pupils, each perforated sheet contain- 
ing two sets of questions on the lesson 
with blank space for written answers, 
may be ordered at 10 cents per quar- 
terly booklet, postpaid, or 40 cents a 
year, from The Sunday School Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Mr. Long’s Hints on Lesson 11 


HE “Alphabetical Index,” by chap- 

ters, to the Book of Acts, which 
was referred to in the Times of May 
27, is given below for all of the chap- 
ters. It will not appear again, and, if 
you care to use it, you had better save 
this copy. Your attention was pre- 
viously called to the fact that our next 
review will be based on this “Index,” 
in class from 


words, and reviewing 


will be of value. 


1 Ascension. 

2 Baptism. 

3 Cripple cured. 

4 Determined disciples. 

5 Empty jail. 
6 First deacons. 
7 Great hero. 

8 “How can I” (said by the Ethi- 
opian). 

9 “I am Jesus, whom thou persecut- | 
est.” 

10 Joppa. 

11 Knowledge of Jesus keeps increas- 
ing. 

12 Liberated again. 

13 Missionaries sent out. 

14 Not Jupiter nor Mercurius. 

15 Opinions of others respected. 

16 Philippian prison. 

17 Questions answered at Athens. 

18 Residing at Corinth. 

19 Silversmiths. 

20 Traveling to Jerusalem. 

21 Uproar in temple at Jerusalem. 

22 Waluable citizenship. 

23 Waiting for trial. 

24 Xcuse of Felix. 

25 Yet untried by Festus. 

26 Zealous before Agrippa. 

27 & (the story of the shipwreck. 
The majority of the verses begin 
with “and.”) 

28 Rome at last! 


For Next Sunday’s Lesson 
If you desire to divide the questions 
below the line in next Sunday’s lesson, 
the following divisions may be wsed: 
d, e; f, g, h, t; j, k; the entire class 
may take a, b, c. 
Ex Paso, Texas. 
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| time to time, as that is the only way it | 


and you are doubtless adding the new these men was Trophimus. 


| was 





By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


DAUL finally got to Pog musy The 
held a meeting of the official chur 
board and reported the good news from 
the mission fields till they all prob- 
ably felt like grees Glory to God. 

ather says he shouldn't be surprised 
if they did shout some, for saying Amen 
dn’t me out of fashion in those 
days. Paul also turned over that relief 
fund from the Gentile churches. 

But the officers didn’t hardly know 
how the big bunch of Jewish Christians 
would treat Paul,-for it was rumored 
that he had gone clear back on Moses 
and everything. Jewish. They sug- 
gested that he do something to show 
that he was still a loyal Jew as well as 
a Christian. So he joined himself to 
four men who were going through the 
ceremony of a Nazirite vow. Paul was 
to stay in the temple with them seven 
days. Then they would shave their 
heads and present the hair as an offer- 
ing, with other sacrifices, which Paul 
was to provide, (1) 

Teacher thinks that perhaps Paul 
didn’t much want to do this, for he had 
come to see that even Jews who had 
accepted Christ were no longer under 
law (Gal. 3:25), and in Christ Jesus 
Jews and Gentiles were all alike (Gal. 
3:28, 29). But he thought it wouldn’t 


do any harm, so he started in. (2) 


My question was whether this scheme 


did any good. I couldn’t see that it 
did. The Christian Jews may have 
liked it, but the unconverted ones 
mobbed him before the seven days 
were up, and almost pulled him in 
pieces. (3) 

Teacher thinks it doesn’t pay to 


scheme ways to please people. We 
don’t always have to tell all we think, 
ut what we do say ought to be 
straight out and sincere. (4) 

“What was the charge against Paul?” 
came next. 

Bumps explained that some Jews of 
Asia saw Paul walking in the city with 
a Gentile named Trophimus, from 
Ephesus, and.so when they found him 
with these vow fellows in that part of 
the temple where only Jews were 
allowed, and remembered how he 
treated Gentiles just as well as he did 
Jews, they thought probably one of 
So they 
cried out that Paul was defiling the 
Temple. (5) 

Teacher thinks supposing is danger- 
ous business. He says many an inno- 
cent person’s reputation has been black- 
ened and his heart brokén because 
some one supposed something, without 
any real evidence. 

He told a story about a boy he knew 
who had a pearl-handied knife taken 
from his desk at school. One day he 
saw another boy with what he thought 
his stolen knife, and he told 
everybody that the boy was a thief, 
till none of the boys would talk to him 
or play with him, or anything. Come to 
find out, the knife that they supposed 
was stolen had been left inside the desk, 
and the one the supposed thief had was 
a birthday gift from his father. The 
fellow who called him a thief must 
have felt pretty small, I think. Mother 
says the main thing is to be dead sure 
you are right before you say anything 
or even believe anything against a 
person, 

I told how the soldiers rushed down 
and bored their way through the crowd 
like football players, and how they had 
to fairly pick Paul up and carry him on 
their shoulders. 

The captain thought he had captured 
some desperate criminal, so he hand- 
cuffed him to a soldier on either side. 
Probably he thought he might be pro- 
— for capturing the Villa of that 

ay. 

As soon as they got Paul out of reach 
of the crowd he wanted to make a 


‘speech. The captain was surprised that 


this bandit was educated enough to 
know Greek, so he let him talk, and 
what did Paul do but get the crowd 
wiet and then preach Christ to them, 
How was that for nerve? I tell you 

















There was nothing 


Paul was a man. 
sissified about being a Christian in those 
days, and I guess there isn’t to-day, 


either, if you do your duty. 
Home questions on next lesson are: 


With what names does Paul address 
the mob? 

What was Paul’s first point? 

How did he explain his change? 

How did the mob receive Paul’s 
words? 

What did the Roman captain think of 
the riot? 

How was the captain going to exam- 
ine Paul? 

How did Paul avoid a scourging? 


Terre Haute, Ina. ° 





{ Children at Home } 





The Star Club 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 
(Concluded from last week) 


HEN our Captain changed the sub- 

ject by showing us where the 
Dragon wound its way down between 
the Great and Little Dippers. Its dia- 
mond-shaped head is on a line with the 
body of the Little Dipper, and the neck 
is almost at right angles to the head. 
In the head are two bright stars with 
agar 8 names that made all the 
ittle-ups think of the Arabian Nights. 
The brightest one is called Eltanin, and 
the next brightest Rastaban. Both are 
from Arabian words that mean The 
Head of the Dragon. 

When our Captain stopped to get his 
breath, the Wellesley grown-up told 
us that the Dragon was the samae which 
guarded the Garden of the Hesperides 
from which Hercules brought. back the 
three golden apples with the aid of 
Atlas the giant. She said the old 
astrologers lieved that whenever a 
comet was found in the Dragon it scat- 
tered poison and pestilence over the 
whole earth. 

When she stopped the doctor spoke 
up. It turned out that he had traveled 
all over the world as a ship’s surgeon 
and knew a great many star stories. He 
told us of a night on the Sahara Desert 
when he 4 rolled up in his blanket on 
the sand while his guide told him about 
the star-camels and the wolves. The 
five bright stars in the head of the 
Dragon are five camels. In the middle 
of the head is a tiny faint star. This is 
Al Ruba, the Camel’s Colt, which the 
grown-up camels are protecting from 
two wolf-stars that are in the coiled 
back of the Dragon and lie opposite to 
the head. Then he showed us Thuban, 
the Dragon Star, which lies between the 
bowl of the Little Dipper and the handle 
of the Great Dipper. 

Our captain got a chance here and 
told us that Thuban was the “A” star 
of the constellation, because it used to 
be the brightest, although now it is less 
than the third magnitude. Even two 
centuries ago it was twice as bright as 
it is now.. About four thousand six 





hundred and fifty years ago Thuban 
was the north polar star, and perhaps 
was as bright as Sirius now is. It was 
much closer to the true pole than our 
present North star, Polaris, is. Fourteen 
thousand ee ago V the great btue 
star ‘which ‘sliines in the Lyre, was the 
north polar star. About eleven thousand 
five hundred years from now Vega will 
mark the north pole again. 

The grown-up from New York said 
that he would certainly remember these 
figures, and, if they did not turn out to 


|| be accurate, he intended to call the at- 


tention of the club to the matter. He 
said that to the best of his recollection 
the Captain was entirely right about the 

st record of Thuban. As to Vega, 

e said that was before his time. 

Then the doctor told us that when 
he was in Egypt he went down into the 
central ame of the Great Pyramid, 
which was three hundred and eighty 
feet long and.from three and a half to 
four feet in diameter. Down under the 
very. foundations of the Pyramid in a 
tiny room hewn out of the solid rock, 
the old priests of Egypt used to meet 
to look at Thuban, the star around which 
wheeled and whirled all the constella- 
‘tions of the sky. This great passage 
made a telescepe tube for them, through 
which they could see the star by day as 
well as night a thousand years before 
Moses. They thought that neither the 
star nor the pyramid would ever change, 
yet as the centuries went by the great 
dragon-star moved by tiny degrees 
away from the north: polar-star, until 
at last the vast stone «telescope stared 
into empty space. Thousands of years 
went by and the world forgot the secret 
of the Great Pyramid. - Not for twenty- 
one thousand years will the waning star 
come back and its rays light again the 
inner blackness of the greatest building 
built by men. 

B_ the time the doctor had finished 
the boat was at the dock. The member 
from New York called for three cheers 
and a Caph for the captain of the boat. 
Then “we gave three cheers and a Thu- 
ban for. the, doctor, and the club ad- 
journed. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, September 10 
The Greatness of God (Psa. 45 : 1-12). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Great power (Isa. 44 :.1-8). 
Tues.—Great love (John 3: 16). 
Wed.—Great mercy (Psa. 103 : 1-18). 
Thurs.—Great salvation: (1: Peter 1 : 1-5). 
Fri.—Great presence (Psa. 139 : 1-12). 
Sat.—Great leader (Deut. 32 : 1-12). 











How does nature speak of God’s greatness? 
How is God’s greatness seen in Christ? 
How can we use God’s greatness in life? 


“The Hymns of the Marshes”: 


terminal sea? 
Somehow my soul -seems suddenly free 


discussion of sin, 
By the ‘length and the breadth and the 
sweep the marshes of Glynn. 


“Ye marshes, how candid and simple and 
nothing-witholding and free 
Ye publish yourselves to the sky and offer 
yourselves to the sea! 


rains and the sun, 

Ye agrees and span like the catholic man 
who hath mightily won 

God out of knowledge and good out of in- 
finite pain 

And sight out of blindness and purity out 


of a stain. 
“As the marsh-hen secretly builds on the 
watery sod, 
Behold I will build me a nest.on the great- 
ness of God: 
I will fly in the greatness of God as the 


marsh-hen flies 
In the freedom that fills all the space 
*twixt the marsh and the skies: 





(Continued on page 520) 





T IS of “the greatness of God” that | 
Sidney Lanier sings in the best of | 


“Oh, what is abread in the marsh and the . 


From the weighing of fate and the sad j 


Tolerant plains, that suffer the sea and the | 
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A Rally Day Question 
Discussed by Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


Sunday in —= yng ae Se ee 
succeed in Sains all ef our ther. 
By the middle of the menth our rt- 
ments are in working o an we 
begin the work for Thanksgiving the interest 
is greater still. Is there any way in which 
we can secure interest younger 
children sooner?.—A. S. L. 

HE fact that you seem to secure the 

interest of the pupils after they be- 
gin to work together would indicate that 
the social side, or “the working to- 
gether,” had something to do with the 
results. Why not start September with 
a social occasion preceding the more 
formal Rally Day celebration? 

In many schools Rally Day consists 
not only of the more formal exercises 
of the entire school, but sometimes the 
entire week is given over to rallying all 
the forces of the church, and very fre- 
quently includes a social occasion. With 
the younger children, some schools have 
found it wise to start in the middle of 
September by welcome parties for small 
groups. Other schools prefer to have 
one for the Beginners’ children, one for 
the Primary, and one for the Junior 
children the last week in September. 

Rally Day aims to welcome all the 
children of the department, but the 
Welcome Party should have a broader 
aim than this and seek to give a pleas- 
urable time to the children of the de- 
partment ‘and their friends. During the 
summer the children have semetimes 
formed new acquaintances, and at this 
season of the year they may even have 
visitors in their home. 

Attractive invitations can be made in 
the form of an autumn leaf by taking 
a natural leaf for a pattern and ‘folding 
the paper in such a way that it hinges 











Everybody needs it— 


stored for emergency m a 

well-developed, -well-pre- 

served, _well-nourished body 
rain. 


Grape-Nuts also includes 
the vital mineral elements of 
the grain, so much emphasized 
in these days of investigation 
of real food values. 


“ There’s a Reason ” 
for Grape-Nuts 

















at the stem. This can be colored like 
the leaf and the invitation written on 
the inner side. A simpler way is to 
cut the leaves fram crepe paper or from 
—_ napkins and paste upon the 
folded paper, cutting in the same way 
as above suggested and putting the in- 
vitation upon the inner side. A third 
method is to use the natural leaf, in- 
serting it upon a plain card which also 
holds the written invitation. 

Try then the plan of having the wel- 
come social precede the Rally services 
when you are getting ready for the 
work, and the probabilities are you will 
net only secure new pupils, but have 
your children come to the Rally Day 
service with a new interest. 


Home Department Questions 


Discussed by James Mudge, D.D. 


Editor of the Visitors’ Edition of the Home 
Department Quarterly (Methodist) 


Our tor does not take much interest 
in the Home Department. Can you show how 
it will help him? 
iz CAN easily be shown. There lie 

before me a dozen testimonies from 
pastors declaring how much they have 
been benefited in their work through this 
agency; and hundreds more could easily 
be secured. They say it has induced 
many persons to read God’s Word, has 
brought many families into closer touch 
with churth people, creating a new con- 
stituency for the church. 

“It is an aid and inspiration in all my 
work as pastor; I lean upon it as a 
strong right arm of our church.” 

“It_is a missionary society, a training 
school of Christians, and an effective in- 
strument . to extend: the: usefulness of 
the local church, all rolled into one.” 

“The value of thé’ work canfict be 
overestimated.” 

“No Sunday-school can expect to suc- 
ceed without a Home Department.” 

“The Department has made a place 
for the church and its services in scores 
of homes which otherwise we would not 
have touched. It is one of the most suc- 
cessful and useful agencies in our 
church life.” 

Such is what all pastors say who are 
familiar with the facts. It is a ques- 
tion with only one side. 





Can yo st 
vans x wagers a good program for the 
* IS very difficult to do so on ac- 

count of the great differences in the 
size of such meetings. I hear of a few 
places where something like thirty Vis- 
itors come together for consultation 
each quarter. This is extremely rare. 
In other places there are only three or 
four. Not often, probably, even in 
large departments, do more than ten or 
a dozen come together regularly. Many 
Visitors who are fairly faithful in otker 
respects see no necessity for putting 
themselves out and giving up an after- 
noon to this gathering when there are 
so many other uses fer their time. And 
the unoertainty as to the number who 
will be present makes the preparation 
of an elaborate program hazardous or 
impossible. One can scarcely invite a 
speaker from abroad, or even from the 
vicinity if not sure of an audience. - 

However, whether there be few or 
many, there should be a time for re- 
ports of the quarter’s work; the 
changes in the roll by withdrawals, re- 
movals, or additions should be noted; 
superfluous quarterlies should be re- 
turned, and the money collected should 
be turned over to the proper recipient. 
This can be done as the individual 
Visitors come in. Each one may be 
asked then (when all are assembled) to 
contribute some word of experience, or 
propose some question for solution; 
items of business may next be taken 
up and disposed of. A _ brief ad- 
dress by the superintendent on some 
practical theme -will surely be in order. 
Then there should be a season of earn- 




















LESSON FOR SEPT. 10 (Acts 21 : 17-40) 
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for the Sunday - 


School Worker 








of their commission from on 

Light refreshments and an informal 
social time may feelingly conclude the 
hour. The time for the quarterly meet- 
ing should be indicated to each Visitor, 
on a card, when the bundle of maga- 
zines is given out to her. 


est prayer, that all may get a er 





Should the Bame Department fa: 
what form? 
fo dome surely; quarterly reports, and 
annual reports to the Sunday-school 
or the church as the case may be. If 
the church issues a weekly, monthly, or 
quarterly paper, space should be se- 
cured in that. If the school prints an 
annual report, then, of course, this De- 
partment can be well represented in that. 
And even if no other part of the 
school .or church is enterprising enough | 
to attempt an annual showing of its 
conditions, let the Home Department 
lead the way. It can use a small por- 
tion of its funds to no better advantage 
than to put out a small four-page (or 
two-page) leaflet, containing the names 
of officers, and perhaps of the members 
if not too numerous, at least of those 
who have studied all the lessons and de- 
serve special honor. Let there be also 
a full, clear statement of the finances, 
receipts, and expenditures, itemized. 
The changes in membership for the year 
should be noted, decrease by with- 
drawals, renewals, deaths, or joining 
the main. school, and additions. A page 
or two of general notes, taking up 
points of interest, is good. The whole 
makes a fine advertisement and aids in 
creating enthusiasm. 


“ 
Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver’ 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


Do you think my _ teacher-training class 
should use the tagrning book published by 
our denominational publishing house, irre- 
spective of the merit of the book or its 
adaptedness to the needs of the young peo- 
ple of our church? 


THER things being equal, I would 

advise the use of the text-book 
recommended by your denominational 
officers, but I would feel under no obli- | 
gation to use that book if it is not 
satisfactory and some other book should | 
be available that would count more in 
your work for Christ. 

Some of the teacher-training text- 
books accept without question the views | 
of the Bible that are advanced by the 
so-called higher critics, Teachers of 
training classes who believe that the 
Bible is the inspired Word of God 
should examine with care the text- 
books to make sure that the one selected 
for study is loyal to that inspired Word. 

In my humble judgment, the teacher- 
training book should give no place to 
the questions. of criticism, about which 
even among the critics there is a con- 
stant shift of position. What our pres- 
ent and prospective teachers need, and 
what the souls of our scholars crave 
and must have or be lost, is knowledge 
of the Book and its message from God 
our Saviour. The text-book. should 
give a comprehensive vjew of the entire 
Bible and the essentials of God’s great 
plan of redemption, to the end that they 
may know the only true God and Jesus 
Christ whom he has sent. 








Do you regard the present teacher-train- 
ing standards as satisfactory? I am told 
that the teacher-training results under the 
present system have been unsatisfactory, 
and that it has been impossible to maintain 
interest in the work for any length of time. 

‘. : 
M* OWN experience runs directly | 
contrary to the view you have | 


stated. In the State in which'I live the | 
present standard has been highly satis- 
factory. The teacler-training results | 





year after year for the past fourteen 
years. ; 

A few Sunday-schools have had a 
permanent teacher-training department 
for fourteen. or fifteen years. These 
classes take the Stat¢ association’s ex- 
aminations “and graduate students 
every year. The number of: schools 


adopting teacher-training as a depart- ' 





ment within the school is increasing | 


steadily, and we hear nothing but* ap- 
proval of the present plan. 

Every county in the State has an 
increasing number of training classes, 
and the number of graduates for the 
present year will be larger than in any 
previous year. 

Another evidence of the value of the 
plan-is the large, growing number of 
classes that are following the first stan- 
dard course with the advanced standard 
and specialization studies. 

The plan is all right, but it must be 
worked, 





Ask Marion Lawrance 











Massachusetts.—Will you please tell me 
what is the best system of keeping records 
of a Sunday-school library. Is there any 
book that we can get that is printed in 
spaces for entering lists of books loaned 
and returned?—H. P. 


ETHODS of keeping books in a 
library are improving continually. 
Without doubt the librarian in the pub- 
lic library of your city can give you the 
very latest methods along this line. 
There are several books that will give 
valuable suggestions, together with 
many forms of blanks that will aid you. 





One of the best of these is “The Libra- _ 


rian of the Sunday School,” by Eliza- 
beth Louisa Foote, published. by - the 
Methodist Book ~Concern-—-(New . York 
City, 35 cents). _— 

Toronto.—I have been asked to pick out 
the tem most suitable books to form the 
nucleus of a teachers’ library for the Sun- 


day-school of 900 enrolment. Can you sug- 
gest a choice?—R. me % 


ICKING out books for a teachers’ 

library is like picking out a coat for 
yourself to wear. In order to be help- 
ful at all in the matter, it would be nec- 
essary to know whether you wanted the 
coat for summer or winter, for your 
best coat or to do your work in. Some 
teachers will want bagks on discipline, 
others on psychology, others on meth- 


ods of 4esson preparation, so it is im-' 


possible to pick out the ten “most suit- 
able” books. Then, on the other hand, 
some of the teachers to be served are 
teaching little children, others the teen 
age boys and girls, others young men 
and women, and still others old people. 

Bearing these conditions in mind, I 
shall undertake to name ten books 
chosen largely from the operative side 
of the work, which, according to the 
testimony of very many people, would 
be found helpful: “Teaching and Teach- 
ers,” Trumbull (Scribners, New York, 
$1.25 net); “Talks to Teachers,” Jamés 
(Henry Holt & Co. New York City, 
$1.50 net) ; “Seven Laws of Teaching,” 
Gregory (Pilgrim Press, Boston, 50 
cents net); “Child Nature and Child 
Nurture,” St. John (Pilgrim Press, 75 
cents net); “The Unfolding Life,” 
Lamoreaux (Fleming -H. Revell Co., 
New York City, 75 cents net); “Living 
Teachers,” Slattery (¢F. M. Barton, 
Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, 35 cents net) ; 
“The Sunday School and the Teens,” 
Alexander (Association Press, New 
York City, $1. net); “Studies for Per- 
sonal Workers,” Johnston. (Association 
Press, 60 cents; paper, 45 cents); “The 
Girl and her Religion,” Slattery (Pil- 
grim Press, $1 net); “How to Teach a 
Sunday School Lesson,’ Carmack (Re- 
vell, 75 cerits net). 

For a more extended bibliography of 
suitable... Sunday-schopl books, consult 


have been large, and the interest ‘in’ the Appendix of “How to Conduct a 


teacher-training has steadily increased | 


Sunday School.” 








For the King 


The Dish of the Palaces 
Nearly All the World Over 


“1 was taken,” he writes, “through the Emperor's kitchen, 
and what do you suppose? Why, there was Quaker Oats.” 
But in his own kitchen it wasn't. 


It’s a curious fact. We Americans import Scotch and 
Irish oats to sell at fancy prices. But in the British Isles, 
where these oats grow, Quaker is the dominant brand. 

And some of us take any oats that are offered, thinkmg oat flakes 
much alike. 

But the connoisseurs of a hundred nations send here for their 
favorite oats. 

Here is one American product—one of the few—which has won 


the whole world’s admiration. Don’t you know that such a product 
must deserve supremacy ? ° 


Quaker Oats 


The Supreme Morning Dainty 


make these luscious flakes. - That's 
why this favor has won the world. 

Remember that. Without extra 
the choicest Northern oats and pick price—without extra effort—you 
out the choicest third. That is, can get Quaker Oats when you 
we discard two-thirds of the oats order. You can breakfast the same 
because they are underfed. as kings. After that, a lesser oat 

From the big plump grains— dainty will hardly be served on 
just the cream of the oats—we your table. 


Oats, to have the finest flavor, 
must be Northem grown. 
But we go further, We take 


10c and 25c per package 
Except in Far West and South 











A $2.50 Aluminum Cooker 


Made to our order, extra large and heavy, to cook Quaker Oats in the ideal way. Send 
us our trademarks — the picture of the Quaker— cut from the fronts of five Quaker Oats 
packages, or an affidavit showing the purchase of five packages of Quaker Oats. Send 
$1.00 with the trademarks or affidavit, and this ideal cooker will sent to you by 
parcel post prepaid. € require the trademarks or affidavit as assurance that you are a 
user of Quaker Oats. The trademarks have no redemption value. This offer applies 

to United States and Canada. We supply only one cooker to a family. 
Address The Quaker Oats Co., 1708 Railway Exchange, Chicago 
(1371) 
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Rally 
Day 


IN THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


We are headquarters for all sup- 


made for this important 
day in the Sunday School 
Calendar. 


A few suggestions are as follows: 


Inspiring Music and 
Recitations © 


Invitation Post Cards 
for all departments, handsomely 
printed in colors. 

Offering Envelopes and 

Novelties for Souvenirs 


An illustrated list will be sent 9) 
on request. 








anand 


The Griffith and Rowland Press 
1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 














iam ' > nine amen nae an 
THE NEW RECRUITS” 

Wonderfully open and attractive, Employing all | 

departments of the Surday School in «he ic! 


SMALE DAY SERVICE 
‘ unusual merit sent for - - 
TUMar-Merdith 0. HAE Wins abet 


RALLY DAY MUSIC 





RALLY FOR THE KING 
Sainple free to Minister or senpcmedent. 
- § cents each, 55 cents the dozen. 


MACK CO,, 1018- 
ATHAWAY, Agent, 339 


AL Arch Street, Phila. 
i E. 50. Wabash, Curcaco | 
“ 4 

ME-MAKING, THE REW PROFESSION.” is a r00-pp. il- 
" econ Tae pee Peer Put: Home study 
Domestic Science courses. 





For home-making, teach- 
ing and well-paid positions, AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
Home Economics, so2 W. 6oth Sr., CuicaGco, Itt. 








| which we need and can already make 


i ness and strength of the assurance ‘of 
| the understanding intimacy of God. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Young People’s Prayer Meeting 
( Continued from page 518) 
By so many roots as the marsh-grass 
sends in the sod 
I will heartily lay me a-hold on the great- 
ness of $4 


Oh, like to the greatness of God is the |@ 


greatness within 
The range the marshes, 


the liberal 
marshes of Glynn.” ' 


God’s full greatness is infinite. But, 
“infinite” goes end our comprehen- 
sion. It is true that many peopie from: 


the President down use the word 


thoughtlessly, but it yn to be kept.! 
u 


for ite real meaning. st because it 
does transcend our capacity we’ need 
to come dewn to some lower measure 
and to talk not of the infiniteness of j 
God, but of his greatness, not of the 
imfiniteness of his love which carries us 
out beyond us, but of the greatness 
which is that part of the infiniteness 


our own. ‘ 

God’s lovingkindness is great. We 
know his power and majesty and glory 
are great. But his simple kindness and 
goodness are great too,—and great not 
in the sense that they hold us off: in 
awe and fear, but in the sense of fath- 
erly gentleness and friendliness. Sing 
again the hymn, “His Lovingkindness, 
Oh, How Great” and feel the sweet- 


It is related of a prominent college 
president, now dead, whom every one 
in his city honored and revered, that 
once a visitor passing down the street 
overtook a small boy and walked along 













with him. Presently the visitor saw 
the famous scholar approaching and as 
he passed the small boy saluted him in 
a respectful but entirely familiar way. 
In surprise the visitor turned to the 
boy and asked, “Why, do you know 
him? That’s the famous President——” 
“Sure,” said the small boy, “I know him 
easy, he’s my father.” He was great; 
but his little son knew him “easy,” ‘not 
carelessly and disrespectfully, but with 
understanding and fearless and trustful 
love. 
< 

God’s mercy is great. That does not 
mean that we can be wilful and self-in- 
dulgent and then come jauntily back 
saying, “God is merciful, he will not 
mind.” It does mean that our sincere 
and honest hearts need not be anxious, 














BIBLE COLLEGE 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
SCHOOL OF MISSIONS 
National, Kvangelical, lnterdenomi 
ational, Vocational, Cultural. A 
school for the development of Chris- 
tian leadership. Courses of college 
rade. Faculty of leaders and spe- 
clalists. New fire-proofbuildin with 
dormitories, Tuition free. Address 


Wood Bostoa 


ont BETES. 
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The Sanday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, August 29, 1916 
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Memorial 





The Sunday School Times is pub-| 
lished weekly at the following rates, | 
payable in advance, for either old or | 


new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These. rates include 


postage : 

$1 00 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each,per year. 
One copy, or any number of 
$ 1.50 copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 
: One free copy ad- 
.Free Copies gitional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 

a club at the $1 rate. 


but may rest secure in him. 


“ There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea: 
There’s a kindness in his justice, 
Which is more than liberty. 
If our faith were but more simple, 
We should take him at his word, 
And our lives would be all sunshine 
In the sweetness of our Lord.” , 


Mohammedanism believes that God 


and fatherly. 


God’s justice and ‘righteousness, too, 
we need to remember are great. His 
judgments—are they not also great? 


He is good, and yet he thinks of us 
and of the sparrow. 


“He guides us and the bird.” 
New York Crry. 


For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 











September 4 to 10 
Mon.—Acts 21: 1-14. Danger Foretold. 

“I am ready” is the language of the 
soul abandoned to the divine cause. 
; Dangers there may be, but no heroic 
soul is readily turned aside on that ac- 

than all who can be against us. 

| Prayer SucGestions: Pray 
| patience to endure joyfully your present 
lot, and to accept the discipline of God’s 
providence gratefully. Seek grace to 
do all things without murmuring or 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





is great, but He is not near and tender | 
‘| Lord’s love that he cannot refrain from 


i all in peril on the sea. 


count, for He that is with us is more | 


| 
for 


complaining, and to show in your daily | 








































(Lesson for Sept. 10) AUGUST 26, 1916 





Rally Day Helps 





Send Five Cents for Sam 
{ —yee nt Complete ple Set 


articles 








Form 20—Printed. Form 2—Plain 


have been irregular in attendance. 

vided for fillin; a the come of Baby ; 
signature ntendent of an 

various os of the teacher. r 





Containing a book- 
of wax paper for 
holding stamps and 





court plaster, and 
other pages with 
| parcel post san oe 
 & ob ape For use on Rally Day. These rattles should be given to 
rents, provided that the child’s name is entered on the 


cradle Roll on or before R 
ribbons for boys and (pink) for 
rattles before they are distributed. 
$2.00 a dozen, or $15.00 a 100, postpai 












y- opriate (blue) 
girls could be tied on the 
Sues, 20 cents each, 


ally 





‘ =. 4 Lithographed in 

three colors, ‘These 
could be used on your Rally Day In- 
i School 
ly Day. 
‘They will act as constant reminders of this 
important day. Price, 50 cents a 100, or 

-50 a 1,000, postpaid. 


stam ! 
vitations, and also on your Sunda 
correspondence trom now until Ra 








[RALLY 


Made of the best blue felt with white letters. Size 12x24 
inches (like illustration). Price, 
Size 15x36 inches (lettering lengthwise). 
each, postpaid. 


Rally Day Pennants 








25 cents each, postpaid. 
i Price, 40 cents 
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Tues:—Acts 21 : 15-26. Joyful Reception: 

Paul’s arrival in Jerusalem would be | 
a mutual joy. Christian: fellowship is | 
always a genuine pleasure, and by: it | 
heart strengthens heart. Let us learn | 
to cultivate this grace, for there is suf- | 
ficient sorrow in the world without | 
saints creating more. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for) 
all who have been bereaved, whether by | 
natural causes, through the appalling 
world-war, or gisasters on the sea, that 
grace may be given to submit to God’s 
holy will and bear courageously the 
burdens put upon them. 


Wed.—Acts 21: 27-40. Arrest of Paul. 


Paul’s trials never unfitted him for 
his: Master’s work. He here faces 
death, but his soul is so full of his 


speaking. Only a fixed faith and a great 
and perfect peace can thus triumph over 
circumstances. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 





Pray for} 
For sailors and | 
fishermen. For those in lonely light- 
houses and on lightships. For the mar- 
iners who guard our coasts. For all | 
whose earthly calling takes them across | 
the mighty deep, that in these days of | 
increased dangers on the sea they may | 
be kept safe. 
Thurs.—Jer. 26 : 20-24. Unjust Persecution. | 

Urijah is: slain, but Jeremiah is pre- | 
served and thus there is a continuity of | 
testimony. Herod beheaded John the 
Baptist, but the Word of God was not 
silenced, for- ‘Jesus’ ministry followed | 
hard: after John. Blessed are they | 
which are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for 
Spain, that all national ambition, po- 
litical expediency, and commercial ad- 
vantage may be held as of secondary 
importance . compared to the spiritual 
and moral welfare of the people. Pray 
that Spain’s relations to Morgcco may 


Fri.—Psalm 37: 1-13. Security in the Midst 
of Evil-doers. 

Three times over in these verses the 
command is to “Fret not.” See verses 
I, 7,-8. The wicked may and do pros- 
per, but what of it? Their fields will 
soon wilt and wither. Ours is an in- 
heritance which fadeth not, for it is 
“in the Lord.” Here is the remedy for 
all “fretting” on the part of the tried 
saints. 

PRAYER that 


Succestions: Pray 


| the gospel may win its way into the 
| hearts of men hitherto indifferent. 


For 
the Gospels and New Testaments dis- 
tributed amongst the troops on _ the 
Mexican border as well as for those 
given to the soldiers in the various arm- 
tes in the European conflict. 

Got~-Syeke 37: 14-28. Jehovah’s Protecting 


The righteous are constantly under 
Jehovah’s care. He is pledged to their 
weai, no matter how dark the sky may 
be. Nothing can come to us by chance. 


| The future will be but the unfolding: of 


all the goodness which the Lord has 
stored up for his own. 

Prayer SvuccesTions:: Pnay that 
all lawlessness, strife, unrest and dis- 
obedience may be held:in check by a 
wise and impartial administration of 
the laws of the:land. Pray for magis- 
trates, judges, governors, and all of- 
ficials of the land, arid that we may 
lead a quiet, peaceable life. 

Sat.—Psalm: 37: 29-40. Blessedness of Faith. 

All who truly believe in God live a 
life of blessedness. Faith ensures 
safety, gladness, peace, provision and 
all that is necessary to furnish the life 
that now is, and it carries with it the 
guarantee of all protection and blessing 
for that which is to come. 

Pray. for 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
a clinging faith. The present confusion 
relations seems at 


in international 
times strangely perplexing, but we 
would learn to praise and pray at mid- 


night. Pray to be led. through the gloom 


The Sunday School Timee Co., Publishers, ! walk that Christ satisfies every demand | find honorable adjustment without re-| to a living confidence in God. 
1031 Walnut Street, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 





of- your nature. 


sort to arms: 


New York Cry. 











